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Introduction 

Islamic studies is the study of culture and civilization of Islam and most 

importantly the science of society with all potential to reform and revitalize the lost 

glory of it's own, if understood in a right context. This subject is understood to be a 

game changer in current ruthless atmosphere of competition and value losing 

cosmos. This subject is taught allover with its global necessity, however, it started 

to be the part of academic domain here only when it began to be thought as a 

precursor in bringing change in a conflicting situations emerged because of the 

modern day challenges which have potentiated the de-Islamization of the society. 

Islamic studies as an academic discipline at senior secondary level is thought to be 

placed before those who demand virtues to radiate, so that they re- connect 

themselves to their intrinsic basis. The syllabus change in the year 2012 was an 

episode in the same direction and motivation to humanize and connect people to 

their creator besides making it student friendly. But since everybody who were the 

part of the committee that brought these changes had a resolve to prepare the study 

material in a few months only so that the students and the faculty shall feel no 

vacuum in the realm of resources. But for being over-debt, could not proceed on 

developing any material. The saying of a saint goes well that ―time is a storm in 

which we are all lost‖ we left this task in doldrums as there was no pressure from 

any quarter to accomplish it in a time limit, until we are forced to work on the 

development of this material for the subject by our Worthy Director, School 

Education, Kashmir for which we feel that we should thank him for doing this 

commendable job. The material is prepared in accordance with the courses of 

subject devised for the students of class 11
th
 and 12

th
 and is expected to serve a 

good deal to the students and the teachers at senior secondary level. This is the first 

joint effort of us together and there is every possibility for it being fraught with 

mistakes because of being in the evolving process only. Therefore, we welcome its 

readers for their valuable suggestions at any point of time so that the new edition is 

brought to fore only after the incorporation of their valuable suggestions.  

The courses are developed by the following resource persons:  

01. Dr. Arshad Ahmad Salroo. Lecturer, Islamic Studies, DIET Anantnag.  



02. Dr. Humera Afzal Qadri. Lecturer, Islamic Studies, BHSS Zadibal, Srinagar.  

03. Mr. Pir Mohammad Iqbal. Lecturer, Islamic Studies, HSS Karihama, 

Kupwara. 

04. Mr. Mohammad Shafi Bhat. Lecturer, Islamic Studies, HSS Nowbugh, 

Anantnag. 

05. Mr. Nazar Mohammad, Teacher, HSS Nuner, Ganderbal. 

  



UNIT I 

ISLAMIC STUDIES: DEFINITIONS AND SCOPE 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 The word Islam is literally derived from the Arabic word ‘Aslama’ which means 

‘submission’. Islam, therefore, is conferred upon as the divine religion (Din) as revealed in holy 

Quran, where Allah addressed, “Today I have perfected your religion (Din) for you, and I have 

completed My favour upon you, and I have chosen for you Islam as your religion”. (Surah Al-

Maidah 5:3) 

 In another verse that indicates the total submission to the will of Allah, “O’ you who 

believe! Enter into Islam whole heartedly….” (Surah Baqarah 2:208). Therefore, Islam is the only 

religion approved by Allah for whole humanity and all the creations of this universe. It had been 

ordained to every Prophet of Islam and reached its culmination via Prophet Muhammad 

(S.A.W).  

 Hence, Islam became the perfect way of every creation, whether biotic or abiotic to 

follow and submit to the will of Allah. 

 The Holy Quran testifies this notion with great fervor, “Are they seeking a religion other 

than Allah, when all creatures in Heaven and earth have submitted to Him, willingly or by 

compulsion? To Him they shall return”. (Surah Al-Imran 3:83) 

 

OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this chapter will intend to 

1. Awaken in students’ consciousness and love for Allah and His Messenger as the 

foundation of their intellectual, emotional and spiritual life, thereby providing a sound 

basis for rational and reflective understanding of the people and world present scenario. 

2.  To nurture the students’ personality, best moral and social conduct, and self-discipline, 

in accordance with the guidance of the Quran and Sunnah and to encourage them to 

develop as responsible citizens, to contribute to the well-being of society and of 

humanity in general. 

3. To promote an analytical and positive approach to the study of Islam in the 

contemporary world. 

4. To introduce students’ to the challenging at multi-faceted nature of Islam and its 

reflection in experiences and practices. 

5. To help students’ to explore and identify the questions regarding life and its relation to 

the values of teaching of Islam. 

6. To enable students’ to recognize, appreciate and add to the contribution of Muslims to 

world civilization. 



 

Presentation:  

DEFINITION OF ISLAMIC STUDIES    

 So for as the definitions of Islamic studies is concerned, there are two contexts, to 

define it properly. Viz the Islamic context and Oriental context. According to Islamic 

terminology, Islamic studies can be defined as the Islamization of knowledge and originally 

researched on academic scale. It includes all the traditional forms of theological thought, such 

as Kalam and Fiqh and also assimilates the disciplines that are generally considered to be 

secular in the west e.g., Islamic science and economics. 

 While as, according to the Oriental concept, Islamic studies refer to the historical study 

of Islam, Muslim culture, Muslim history and Islamic philosophy. The diversity of disciplines 

shows its comparative exchanges of the ideas since past to present. Orientalists have also 

produced the material that is read by Muslims. 

 From the above two definitions, Islamic studies, therefore, is an integrated, 

multidisciplinary, academic approach that aims at  the study of revealed sources of knowledge 

rather to be considered as primary sources, the Quran and the Sunnah of Prophet (S.A.W). it 

also includes the discourse of rich heritage of Islamic civilization and encompasses the spiritual, 

intellectual, scientific and social nature. Moreover, it highlights the modern developments in 

the Muslim world along with the west, comparative religions and abiove all the ethical, legal, 

socio-economic and human rights theories founded on its universal broader and tolerant 

principle.  

 Islamic studies has been receiving a great impetus since 1950 C.E. The west started it as 

a problem oriented discipline to inferiorize it. The centers of Islamic studies were introduced at 

Cambridge, Oxford, Leiden, Sorbonne and Berlin universities in order to train the civil servants 

with arguments for conversion. The main purpose of these universities was to increase the 

understanding of Islam, its people, culture, society and civilization. 

 In India, universities like Ali Garh, Osmonia and Allahabad, established departments of 

Islamic studies in the early 20th century. Others included Vishwa Bharati University (founded by 

Rabinder  Nath Tagore). The Asia included Cairo, Decca, Karachi, Punjab and Jhakarta, Malaysia 

and Saudi Arabia to adopt it as a separate discipline. 

 In universities like Alexandria, Damascus, Rabat and Baghdad, it is integrated within the 

departments of faculties of Arts or Humanities. In Ankara and Tehran, Islamic studies in-

corporated with the university structure. EI. Zitouna University in Tunisia has a high reputation 

as a centre of Islamic studies throughout the world. In Kashmir University, Islamic studies was 

introduced in 1988 and is associated with department of social sciences. Its functions are to 

provide various levels of degrees in the field. There are post graduate, Masters in Philosophy 

and Doctor of Philosophy since last 31 years.  



NATURE OF ISLAMIC STUDIES: 

 Islamic studies as a subject is a vast, unique and universal in nature. It covers all the 

problems of life in the contemporary world through three approaches i.e. interdisciplinary, 

multidisciplinary and Trans disciplinary. Its universal Orientation analyzes human problems in 

broader humane spectrum which aims at over-all personality development of an individual 

through knowledge (reason), faith (belief) and natural tendency (human being). The subject 

encompasses all the aspects of socio-cultural and politico-religious dealings within Islam and 

world. Its unique world view also provides an exceptional perspective on political, economic, 

scientific, technological, social, cultural and spiritual problems of man. Islamic studies could be 

divided into two categories on account of its nature.  

1. Individual Education and 

2. Social Education 

1. Individual Education aims at familiarizing the individual with:  

a) His relation with the Creator of the universe. 

b) His individual responsibilities in life.  

c)   His responsibilities towards the human community. 

d) His social relations. 

e) His relation to the creations.  

f)   His relationship to the universe and universal phenomenon and exploration of 

nature’s laws in order to utilize and exploit them for the welfare of mankind. 

g) His Master’s creative wisdom apparent in His creation. 

2. Social Education aims at the following curricula: 

a) Building of a society of good, pious and God-fearing individuals were social justice 

prevails. 

b) Building a society were tolerance, coexistence, brotherhood, love, mercy, goodness, 

righteousness are predominant. 

c) Building a society based on mutual consultation and the maximum exploitation of 

the individual’s intellectual capacity. 

d) Building a society were individuals enjoy freedom of thought and are competent to 

take responsibility. 

e) Building a society were individuals can live an ideal, pure and prosperous life. 

 

BASIC SORCES OF ISLAMIC STUDIES (THE QURAN AND THE SUNNAH) 

Quran and Sunnah are the only two primary and basic sources of Islamic studies 

as all the fundamental rules and regulations of Islam are based on these two main 

sources. If Quran is text, then Sunnah is its annotation. 

The word Quran literally is an Arabic word which means ‘to be read again and 

again’. It is the speech of Allah , sanctified and revealed to Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) 



through Jabrail (AS) over a period of 23 years. The revalation of Quran during these 

years became the mission of Prophet Mohammad (S.A.W.), that he spent among his 

companions. It is the eternal miracle of Quran and its comprehensive constitution is the 

basic requirement of all human need in life and Hereafter. 

The Quran is the Book sent down by Allah to humans as the fountain head of 

Divine knowledge and the chief source of Divine information. It elucidates every aspect 

of every thought and it is a guide into all truth and mercy extended to the people and 

joyful tidings to those who conformed to Islam ( Surah 16:89).The Quranic guidance is 

undoubtedly the best guidance as it has been revealed from He , Who is exalted in 

Plight. The Quran shall remain the miracle and foundation until the day of resurrection. 

It is the only supreme discourse, that discriminates between right and wrong and in a 

way become a guide to the right path. The Quran is the only Book that claims Allah as 

the Creator of this Universe, the world and all the creations. The fundamental 

information about all these matters propound the particular purpose of their creation 

and in a perfect order with an intelligent design. The Quran also furnishes the fact of 

being comprehensive, all embracing, all inclusive and all exhaustive proof system for the 

complete understanding of nature and natural processes. The Quran also confirms the 

revelations given to the earlier Prophets, though these might not be accessible to us in 

the form they were originally revealed. The chapters in this Book touch all aspects of 

human existence, including doctrinal matters, social organization and legislation. The 

Quranic language is most sublime rational that directly appeals to the human heart have 

caused this Divine Book to move nations and civilizations. It will thus continue to guide 

those who turn to Allah with a sincere heart, for all times. 

The verses of Quran have been categorized in three fields. 

I. Science of Speculative theology. 

II. Ethical principles and. 

III. Rules of human conduct. 

The third category is directly concerned with Islamic legal matters which 

contains about five hundred versed or one-thirteenth (1/13th) of it. 

 

Sunnah is the second source of Islamic studies, Arabic in origin, has been 

referred to a body of established customs and beliefs that make up a tradition. The term 

became more associated and specifically with the actions of Prophet Muhammad 

(S.A.W.) that connotes and complaints revelation of Allah as expressed in Quran. 

Therefore these actions became a role model for believer’s conduct as well as a primary 

source of Islamic studies. The concept of Sunnah, however, always remained important 

to the quest for meaning and certainly in Islamic practice and doctrine. The early 

teaching of Quran were transmitted orally with the arise of some disagreements about 



the basis of the Sunnah, which was studied by various scholars to develop a 

comprehensive, authentic source. In this way Sunnah became the main element in 

transmission of authentic Hadith. The deeds that were approved by the Prophet of Islam 

and explained by his companions gave the origin to the development of Hadith 

literature. 

The various interpretations of Sunnah complemented the Quran by illustrating 

the principles of sacred text and became the additional basis for Islamic law or Shariah.   

In Holy Quran, Allah says, 

“And we inspired to you (O’ Muhammad) The Quran to explain the people all 

that has been revealed to them of decrees, ordinances and the fundamental 

principle of God’s system of faith and worship”. (Surah Nahl 16:44) 

 The scholars learned and documented these actions complemented with Islamic 

injunctions mentioned in the Quran on the authorities of the narrators.  

These traditionalists (Muhadithun), thinkers by contrast, regarded the Sunnah as 

unchanging and therefore not subject to human interpretations. While other scholars 

argued that the concept of Sunnah remains valid because it serves as a tool to bring 

about change that benefits society. The Sunnah since the past is important as a source 

of guidance for believers’ transcendence and continues to enhance their moral lives 

throughout the Islamic community.  

 

SCOPE OF ISLAMIC STUDIES 

 The scope of Islamic studies is unlimited and could be assessed by following 

points as mentioned below: 

1. The primary scope of Islamic studies is the interconnection of all the branches of 

knowledge and their organization within the notion of Islamic creed. We can say science 

in English and Ilm in Arabic are organized as roots, (Usl-Principles) and branches (Furu). 

Thus in Islamic civilization every branch of knowledge begins with name of Allah and 

goes onto prays of Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) before anything else. The truth of 

Divine reality and the consequent interrelation of the branches of the tree of knowledge 

are something which should be maintained in its real form. 

2. It is through the scope that provides us a discourse that disseminates the knowledge of 

all the aspects of human dealings whether social, political, religious, cultural etc.  

3. The scope also assists us to determine the problems of the Ummah facing in the present 

scenario through multi and interdisciplinary approaches. 

4. The scope also resolves the world wide view of Islam and interprets a living dynamic 

reality going through the Islamic history. 

5. It brings the diversity of academicians of multidisciplinary fields to participate and 

exchange the ideas about predominantly Muslim societies since past to present. 



6. Due to this scope, inspite of non-Muslim approaches of other religions, many scholars 

before 1980, wrote many books on Islamic studies and on account of this approach they 

were termed as ‘Islamicists’ and the discipline came to be known as Oriental studies or 

Oreintalism.  

7. Another scope least but not last is that through course of understanding it completely, a 

human heart not only becomes feeling heart but also thinking heart. 

8. It also makes us to understand will and liking of Almighty Allah. 

 

EVALUATION 

  

Q. 1. Define Islamic studies and when was it founded as the academic discipline? 

Q. 2. Describe in your own words the primary source of Islamic studies. 

Q. 3. How can you discuss the nature of Islamic studies? 

Q. 4. Islamic studies has a vast scope. Illustrate? 

Q. 5. Islamic studies is the study of        

 a) Islam  b) Quran  c) Hadith  d) All of the above 

Q. 6. Islamic studies is ______________ in nature. 

Q. 7. The Quranic language is ________________.  

Q. 8. Sunnah is the primary source of Islamic studies.  (True/False) 

Q. 9. Quran is  

a) Revelation from Allah 

b) Brought down by Angel Jabrail (A.S) 

c) Sent down in Arabic 

d) All the above 

  

 

  



Unit III. Prophethood (Risalah) in Islam.  

Topic-A: Concept of Prophethood. 

Introduction: A prophet is a person chosen by God as his representative on earth. 

When Allah appoints someone as His Messenger. He sends His angel to him to 

inform him of the new status. In that way, the individual can have no doubts about 

his appointment as God‘s apostle. Later, God reveals His message to him through 

His angel, so that he may communicate the divine teachings to all his fellow men. 

Learning outcome:   01. Students will be able to know about the 

descendance of the messengers of Allah.  

02.  The role of Messengers in human society. 

Presentation: 

What the prophet does is to enlighten people so that they may overcome this 

human shortcoming. He tells them of the reality of things of here and now, and 

also gives tidings of the next world. He thereby enables the individual to formulate 

a plan for his entire existence, both on earth and in the life Hereafter. Once the man 

receives the guidance of God through the prophet, he gains knowledge and 

awareness, which enables to carve out a successful life for himself. 

Since the settlement of human beings on earth there have been many prophets send 

by God. In every age there have been prophets coming and conveying God‘s 

messages to human beings. However, whatever records of these ancient prophets 

have survived have been rendered historically unreliable interpolations the same is 

true of the books they brought to mankind. The soul exception was the case of the 

Prophet Muhammad, who had been chosen by God as His final Messenger. The 

circumstances were already such that authentic records could be kept of God‘s 

message and the Prophet‘s exemplary life. The relevant facts were passed on from 

one generation to the next by both oral and written tradition. With the advent of the 

printing press came the modern guarantees that no changes would ever be made in 

the divine scriptures. This renders the position of the Prophet Muhammad as God‘s 

final Messenger and his soul representative on earth till the Doomsday, 

unassailable. 



Adam was the first man as well as the first Prophet. But when Adam‘s people 

abandoned the ways of the Lord, the Prophet Noah was sent to reform the 

descendants of Adam. But again this new generation, with the passage of time, 

digressed from the path of monotheism. This went on, repeatedly, for many 

centuries. God continued to send Prophets one after the other: 

But far from showing any willingness to accept their message, people laughed at 

his apostles: ―Alas for mankind! There never came a messenger to them but they 

used to mock at him‖. (36:30). 

Prophet Abraham also attempted to reform society, but met the same fate as that of 

the Prophets preceding him. It was finally in this land that Prophet Muhammad, the 

last prophet, was born. His message was the final message of God to human kind 

and the religion of Islam or submission to God‘s will, the best of the religions. God 

in His mercy willed him to achieve what no other prophet before him could, 

though there were many who were great kings like Salomon and David were. All 

of them were also very patient and forbearing man like Yakub, Ayyub, Yusuf. 

Though all the prophets were given a divine message, only four of them were 

given heavenly book. These books were the Towrah given to Moses, Zabur given 

to David, Injil given to Isa and the Quran revealed to Prophet Muhammad. The 

earlier scriptures were not preserved in their authentic and original form. It is only 

the Quran that exists in exactly the same form as it was revealed. With the 

establishment of the religion of peace, that is Islam, God‘s divine arrangement for 

preparing human beings for eternal life became permanent and will carry on till the 

Day of Judgement. 

In short, it can be said that the concept of Prophethood in Islam is a divine 

arrangement devised by God for the salvation of humankind.  

 Evaluation:  

01.  Who are prophets? 

02. Who is Adam (AS)? 

03. Define the role of prophets. 

04. How many Prophets are mentioned in the Quran.  

 



Topic-B: Role of Prophets in Human Society. 

Introduction:  

 

A Prophet is an individual who is regarded as being in contact with a divine being 

and is said to speak on the entity‘s behalf, serving as an intermediary with 

humanity by delivering messages or teachings from the supernatural source to 

other people. The message that prophet conveys is called prophecy.  Prophets have 

the mandate to reform the society, educate people about what Allah has ordained 

them so on and so forth. Muslims have always placed a high premium on 

education,. Islamic education through the learning of the Quran can be traced back 

to the Prophet Muhanmmad‘s times.  

Learning outcome:  students will be able to know about the role played by the 

Propehts with regard to the Educational and social reformation of the society.  

Presentation: 

According to one tradition more than one lakh Prophets came to the world. 

Prophets are those human beings who are selected by God for the communication 

of his message. These messengers of God were bearers of human values in the full 

sense of the word. 

The description of the prophets in the Quran and the Bible shows that one 

objective of the Prophetic mission was to establish the standard of ethics aimed at 

improving human society. 

When man was made to inhibite this world, everything required by him for 

fulfillment for his material needs was present there. 

But from ethical point of view the man did not know the do‘s and the don‘ts. 

It was the Prophets who brought to men the ethical norms of human behaviour. 

The Prophets told them that their status was far superior to those of any other 

living creature. The only thing that the animals required was to satisfy them 

material and physical needs. The man however was gifted with an ethical sense. 

The awareness of justice and injustice was incalculated within him at the 

unconscious level. But it was difficult for him to bring it to the conscious level and 

to establish the system of his life on this basis. 

It was with the help of the Prophets that he was enabled to rise from the 

animal level and lead a life as an ethical being. It was the Prophets who tried to 



build human society based on ethics. It is a fact that all the ethical teachings and 

values found in this world are the gift of the Prophets. 

The Prophet Nuh was the prophet of early times. During his long prophetic 

career he exhorted people to adopt divine ethics and shun evil ways. He enjoyed 

them to lead their lives as well-wishers of the people. 

Prophets advocated social justice. Social justice is based on the principle of 

fairness to all. Social justice means treating everyone with justice and fair play. 

One should wish others well. One should treat others just as he would like to be 

treated himself.  That there should be no exploiter, instead, each individual of the 

society should be accorded full respect. Each should receive the treatment based on 

principle not on interest.  

All the prophets sent to the world in different times and circumstances 

played the role of improving the society. The prophetic mission can be put briefly 

in these words. Monotheism and justice. That is, to believe in one God and base all 

dealings between people on justice. That is why all the prophets on the one hand 

exhorted their people to worship the one and only God and on the other they 

strived to improve the moral character of their people, so they be of help to others 

instead of inflicting harm on them. 

There were some prophets who were also kings like Solomon and David 

while prophet Yusuf held a high official position of being the minister to the king 

of Egypt. They used their political power for social welfare.  

There was very severe famine during the times of Prophet Yusuf. During 

these seven years of famine he made such arrangement for the distribution of 

grains that was unparalleled in the history of human kind. The people were 

provided with grains at a very cheap price. They were not discriminated against in 

this distribution. The details of the lives of these prophet-kings can be found both 

in the Bible and the Quran. 

Jesus laid great stress on moral values and social justice. New testament is 

replete with these teachings. He went to the extent of exhorting his people to love 

their enemies. That is giving fair treatment unilaterally even to ones enemy. On no 

pretext one should be unjust and indulge in something which creates dissension 

and corruption in society. 

It is the result of these teachings of Jesus Christ that Christians are engaged 

in social work more than any other community. It will not be wrong to say that for 

the first time in human history it has the Christian community that has given social 



work the form of a properly organized social institution. They spread their network 

of social service all over the world. They became models to be followed by other 

communities to walk in their footsteps. Mother Teresa has earned great fame and 

was given noble peace prize for her selfless services.  

The teachings of the prophet of Islam provide another model for high moral 

character. Since his childhood he possessed exceptional moral virtues. His honesty 

was so evident that he earned the title of al-amin (trustworthy) from his 

compatriots. 

One very important aspect of the mission of the prophet of Islam was to 

bring a revolution in the world so that man could lead his life free from all man-

made shackles. The society in those days was based on disparity some where held 

superior, some inferior. Economic exploitation was common. The system of 

kingship was not based on justice to all. Only the high ups could receive justice in 

this set up. After a long struggle the prophet of Islam started in a social revolution. 

The ancient traditional age was brought to an end all over the inhibited world of 

the time. Prior to the prophet of Islam nature was held to be an object of worship. 

The prophet of Islam displaced it from its high pedestal and made it a subject of 

investigation and subjugation. In its wake came the scientific revolution. After a 

great number of scientific discoveries were made, industrial revolution followed. 

Afterwards for the first time in human history it was possible for man to benefit 

from divine blessings hidden in nature. 

To put an end to economic exploitation the prophet of Islam forbade 

indulging in usury and similar activities. 

Then the prophet of Islam gave equality absolute status. God was the Lord 

of all human beings, so all human beings were equal. The difference between the 

master and the slave, black and white, rich and poor had no place in this ideology. 

The concept of inferior race and superior race vanished. Good moral character was 

held to be the only yardstick for judging human beings. This brought the system 

based on discrimination to an end. 

The prophet of Islam also established a just economic system. It was held 

obligatory for the believers to spend a part of their income to fulfil the needs of 

needy the members of the society.  

The prophet of Islam did not just preach these fine theories but also 

succeeded in establishing a system on the basis of these principles – a system 

where there was no political coercion, no economy exploitation, no human 



inequality. Even the women who had been held inferior to men since ancient times 

were given their due status. The prophet of Islam said that they were halves of 

man, both complementing one another. Women were given share in property. In 

fact there are traditions, which tell us to look after one‘s mother for more than 

one‘s father. 

In this way the prophet of Islam established in practice an example of good 

human society, which the world had been seeking all along. 

Evaluation: 

01. Define educational role of Prophets 

02. What is the reformist role of the prophets.   

 

Topic-C: Mission of the Various Prophets. 

Introduction: Allah (ST) had to enforce His law on earth, so He created man, out 

of whom he choose prophets who were entrusted with the task of communicating 

His message to His creation. Who made every effort in disseminating the universal 

message of Islam (tawhid) to the people. 

Learning outcome:  Students will be able to know about the message that the 

prophets are ordained to spread and demonstrate to the human society.  

Presentation: 

 The various prophets appeared in different lands and among different 

peoples, preaching the word of God to the people. All of the prophets who came 

into this world had an identical mission. They taught that man‘s life on earth was 

but tiny part of his eternal life and that in this world man has put to test. Reward or 

punishment would come in the next. After death, if he had followed the Lord‘s 

path, he would find his eternal abode in heaven. But, if he had strayed from it, he 

would be plunged straight into hell forever. This was the reality of life taught by 

each and everyone if the prophets. Adam was the first man on earth and also the 

first prophet. He was succeeded by a long line of prophets right up to the time of 

the final Prophet.  

 This hostile treatment meted out to the prophets throughout the ages 

deprived people of true guidance and, what was even more serious, made the 



preservation of the scriptures and teachings of the prophets impossible. Only a 

prophet‘s followers can preserve his teachings after him; but the prophets either 

had no followers, are they were so few as to be unable to counter the challenges of 

their society for the sake of the preservation of the Holy Scriptures. The knowledge 

of God is eternal. He sees the future just as He does the past. He was aware, before 

the sending of the prophets, that this would be the fate of the human race. So He 

had decreed that he would remedy this situation at the end of the prophetic era by 

sending His own special envoy to the world: A prophet whose task would be not 

only to preach religion, but also to exalt in above all others on earth. He would be 

granted special succour from God, enabling him to compel his people to bow to the 

truth. God would keep him on earth until he had brought about the desired 

revolution. God‘s own might would assist the prophet to vanquish his enemies. In 

this way the true religion would be established on solid foundations and God‘s 

word would be perpetuated, as it says in the Bible, ‗for the earth shall be filled with 

the knowledge of glory of God, as the waters cover the sea. 

 The Prophet Jesus came to the world six hundred years before the last of the 

Prophets. In one reference to Jesus, the Quran has this to say: ‗And remember the 

Prophet Jesus, who said to the children of Israel: I am sent forth to you by God to 

confirm the Torah already revealed and to give news of an apostle that will come 

after me‘. In his biography of the Prophet, Ibn Hisham quotes the historian, 

Muhammad Ibn Ishaq, the most authentic source on the prophets life, as saying 

that when Jesus spoke in his mother tongue, Syrian, the word that he used for the 

coming Prophet was ‗Muhammad‘ meaning ‗the praised one‘. This traditionally 

accepted title was probably passed on to him by Palestinian Christians who had 

come under Islamic rule. When the bible was translated into Greek, the word 

became ‗Paraclete. 

Evaluation: 

01. Why were Prophets chosen by Allah. 

02. Who is the first man created on earth.  

03. What was the message conveyed by different prophets.  

 

 

 



Topic-D: Introduction to some prominent prophets. 

Introduction:  

Prophets in Islam are individuals who Muslims believe were sent by God to 

various communities in order to serve as examples of ideal human behavior and to 

spread God's message on Earth. Some prophets are categorized as messengers  

those who transmit divine revelation through the intercession of an angel. Muslims 

believe that many prophets existed, including many not mentioned in the Quran. 

The Quran states: "There is a Messenger for every community". Belief in the 

Islamic prophets is one of the six articles of the Islamic faith.
]
 

Muslims believe that the first prophet was also the first human being, Adam, 

created by Allah. The final and most important prophet in Islam is Muhammad ibn 

ʿAbdullāh, whom Muslims believe to be the "Seal of the Prophets" (Khatam an-

Nabiyyin, i.e. the Seal of the Prophets), to whom the Quran was revealed in a series 

of revelations (and written down by his companions). Muslims believe the Quran is 

the sole divine and literal word of God, thus immutable and protected from 

distortion and corruption, destined to remain in its true form until the Last Day. 

Learning outcome: students shall be able to know the life history and events 

occurred during the period of some prominent prophets. 

Presentation:  

(a)   Adam (AS) 

God created Adam, the first man, and the father of mankind. He created him 

out of clay and moulded him into shape (7:12) God gave him good shape and 

fashioned him in due proportion and created him in the best of moulds (7:11) Then 

God breathed of his spirit into Adam. God‘s breathing of this spirit means His 

endowing him with life and consciousness: that is with a soul. 

After the completion of the creation of Adam God taught him the names or 

nature of all things. The knowledge of names here denotes man‘s faculty of 

conceptual thought. It is by virtue of ability to think conceptually that man is 

superior even to the angels. 

God endowed Adam, representing here the whole human race, with the 

ability of conceptual thought, and freedom. He decreed to establish him on earth 

that is, said that he will inherit the earth. God also told the angels that He had 

decreed that Adam, a human beings will inherit the earth (2:30). The angels 

replied: ‗Lord, will you place on the earth one who will spread corruption and will 
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shed blood? Whereas we sing your praised and sanctify your name‘. (2:30). God 

replied that He knew what they did not. 

Then God in His omnipotence brought all the human race before Adam and 

said to the angels: ―These are the progeny of Adam. Can you give me the name of 

each one of them, and say what sort of people they will be?‘ The angels, having no 

knowledge of them, were unable to answer. Then God told Adam their names and 

characteristics, and commanded him to pass the knowledge on to the angels. When 

Adam had explained to them the nature of the human race, they realized that, 

besides the wicked and the corrupt, there would also be among their number great, 

righteous and pious souls. 

Then God ordered the Angels and the jinn, whom He had created before 

Adam, to prostrate themselves before him. The angels immediately obeyed the 

divine commandment. But Satan, chief of the angels, did not prostrate himself. 

When God asked him to explain his disobedience, he replied, ‗I am better than 

him; you created me from fire, while him you created from mud‘. (Quran 7:12). 

Satan was sentenced by God to everlasting damnation because of his disobedience. 

‗Satan then asked God to give him time till the Doomsday‘. God granted his 

request and gave him the concession. 

Satan then said to God, ‗Now because you have caused me to go astray, I 

shall lead human beings astray and I shall turn many of the believers into 

unbelievers‘. God said, ‗Get away from My sight. You stand accursed forever. As 

for your followers, I will cast them all into Hell‘.  

Then God created a female companion for Adam called Eve. She was 

Adam‘s wife. God settled them in Paradise. 

Paradise with all its vast expanses was open to Adam and his spouse. There 

were innumerable types of good things in it. And they had all the freedom to use 

them in whatever manner they liked. In the midst of countless permitted things, 

they were prohibited the use of only one thing. Satan used this prohibition as a 

vantage point from which to attack them. He incited them to wrongdoing by saying 

that the thing from which they were kept away was the most important thing in 

Paradise. The whole secret of holiness and eternity was hidden therein. 

Adam and his wife were influenced by Satan‘s continuous urging and finally 

ate the fruit of the forbidden tree. But, when they did this, the result was entirely 

the opposite of what they had expected. The disobedience of theirs removed the 



cloak of safety from their bodies. They started to feel absolutely helpless in a world 

where they had every convenience and total safety. 

This indicated the special weapon used by Satan to deceive man into 

distancing himself from God‘s Grace and succor. His strategy was to belittle in the 

eyes of man the extensive world of legitimate gifts from God and to inflate the 

importance of the few prohibited things, by presenting them in an attractive light, 

all the while reassuring man of the immense advantages concealed within them. 

Then Adam and Eve realized that they had committed a great sin, and that 

Allah was angry with them. They sincerely repented saying. ‗Our Lord we have 

wronged ourselves. If you do not forgive us and do not show us mercy, we shall be 

doomed forever‘. Then God turned to them mercifully, chose him for His grace 

and turned to him and gave him guidance. 

Adam and his wife were commanded by God to get down from Paradise and 

settle on earth and to follow the guidance to be sent by God. God bestowed His 

grace on his posterity (3:33). 

God commanded them to do good deeds and prove themselves His obedient 

servants and be held deserving of Eternal Paradise after death. This is the advice 

for all human beings. If a person does not follow the right path shown by God, he 

becomes the follower of Satan and will be thrown into the fire of Hell. 

Thus Adam was the first man and the first prophet on the earth. 

(B)  Ibrahim (AS) 

 Prophet Ibrahim is an ancestor of the Prophet Muhammad who descended 

through Ibrahim‘s son Ismail. Both Ibrahim and his son Ismail were messengers of 

God. Together they rebuilt the Kabah in Makkah. Ibrahim established the 

pilgrimage to Makkah to calling mankind to the House of God. Ibrahim was tried 

by God with certain commands which he fulfilled, and he was made a leader of 

mankind. While raising the foundations of the Kabah. Ibrahim and Ismail prayed to 

God for accepting their service, for making them and their progeny Muslim. They 

further extended their thanks giving and prayed for feeding them with fruits, 

making a Makkah a city of peace and security and for sending an apostle from 

amongst them. Thus Ibrahim was chosen by God as leader for mankind. He was 

granted God‘s mercy and lofty honour. Acknowledging all this Ibrahim showed his 

gratitude to God, to the Almighty and God continued guiding him to the straight 

way through revelation.  



 Ibrahim argued with his father and urged him to give up idol-worship. But 

the latter rejected his advice and threatened to stone him to death Ibrahim broke the 

Idols so he was thrown into the blazing fire. God cooled the fire and Ibrahim was 

saved. 

 Then God commanded Ibrahim to migrated with his nephew, Lut to the 

blessed land. Ibrahim prayed for the grant of a righteous son and his prayer was 

accepted. Ibrahim was tried by God with such commands on the sacrifice of his 

eldest son, Ismail. Ibrahim told his son about his dream – later replied. ‗O my 

father, do as you are commanded. You will find obedient, patient and God-

willing‘. Ibrahim then lead his son prostrate on his forehead for sacrifice. At that 

moment God called out to Ibrahim that he had already fulfilled the order. It was a 

great trial of Ibrahim‘s intention and God accepted his sacrifice. Then God sent a 

ram to be sacrificed instead.  

 Prophet Ibrahim set a great example for the Muslims to follow. They must 

be forever willing to sacrifice everything for the cause of God. For everything we 

possess is given to us by God. 

 Prophet Ibrahim set an unparallel example of complete submission and 

devotion to God. It was a complete submission of his will in obedience to God‘s 

command. 

 The literal meaning of Islam is to submit oneself to complete obedience to 

God. That is why this complete obedience and devotion to Ibrahim and Ismail to 

God has been termed, ‗Islam‘ in the Quran:  

 ‗When they both submitted (Aslama) their with (to God) and he had laid him 

prostrate on his forehead (for sacrifice) (Al-Shaffat 103). 

 Prophet Ibrahim decided to leave the country and go over to some other land 

to preach the revealed message of God and call the people to the right path. He left 

his home and travelled to Jordan, Palestine, Syria, Egypt. He also called for Hijaz 

for carrying out Dawah mission. He further continued tour from place to place, 

calling people towards God. 

 A son was born to Prophet Ibrahim in his old age. God commanded him to 

leave his new-born son named Ismail and his mother Hajra in the barren land of 

Makkah. Ibrahim immediately complied with it and left his wife and son at the 

place where the Kabah was built later on. 

 When Ismail grew up, the Prophet Abraham saw a dream that he was 

sacrificing his son Ismail. The dreams of the Prophets are never false. He at once 



understood the meaning of this dream. He told the dream to his son. Being an 

obedient son, Ismail took no time in understanding the will of God. He said 

willingly, ―Father do what you have been commanded to do. If Allah has willed so 

you will find me among those who are patient and submissive‖. So he bowed to the 

command of God, got ready to give his life if that pleases his Lord. Abraham laid 

his son on the earth with his face downwards to sacrifice. This shows that Abraham 

regarded nothing dearer himself than his Lord‘s command. The Lord accepted his 

sacrifice and proclaimed: 

 ‗You have practically proved your dream to be true. Verily we reward the 

righteous person. Verily it was an open trial, we sent the ram to be sacrificed in 

place of your son‘.  

 As Prophet Ibrahim opened his eyes he found a ram standing there ready for 

the sacrifice. 

 In memory of this great event God commanded all Muslims to offer sacrifice 

his on the 10
th

 of Dul Hijjah every year.  

 Ibrahim came out successfully out of every test. He was even prepared to 

sacrifice his dearest son. That is why God called him as Khalilullah (Allah‘s 

friend). Allah also made him the leader and guide for all human beings so when 

God said to the Prophet Abraham we make you leader of the world. 

 ‗Oh my God, are you giving this high place to my children also. This does 

not apply to arise who go on the wrong path‘. 

 Then God commanded Ibrahim to build the Kabah as a centre for the 

Muslims the world over. 

 Kabah is the name of a house of worship in Makkah. This is the centre of 

Islam (Monotheism) for all times. Prophet Ibrahim with the help of his son Ismail 

started building the Kabah. While raising the walls of the Kabah, Prophet Ibrahim 

and his son Ismail prayed to their Lord in the following words, ―O our Lord, accept 

our efforts. Only you are the hearer of our prayers and only you are the knower of 

everything our Lord. Make both of us true Muslims raise from among our children 

such people who act upon your command only. Teach us the ways of your worship 

and accept our apologies. Pardon all our mistakes and sins. You are kind and 

merciful when the building of the Kabah was completed Ibrahim prayed to God, 

‗O Lord, I brought some of my dear ones to settle in this barren land, our God, 

with your infinite bounty make this place a city of peace. Our Lord protect me and 

my children from idol worship.  



 Then Allah commanded this Prophet to keep the Kabah pure and clean of 

idols, ‗This house is the centre of the worship of one God alone…. For those who 

visit it, circumbulate it, bow and prostrate to me‘. So the Prophet Ibrahim carried 

out the command of God and made the Kabah the greatest centre of monotheism. 

Prophet Ibrahim‘s life presents the best example of total submission to God. He 

was ready to carry out his Lord‘s commands and passed his life as a humble 

servant of the Creator of the world.  

 After Ibrahim, a number of Prophets were sent to the world – Ismail, Al-

Yasa, Younus and Lut. They were granted by God the favour of revelation. They 

were truthful and righteous. Ibrahim used to enjoin on his people prayer and 

charity. Ismail, Idris and Dhul Kifl were all men of constancy and patience. And 

Allah admitted them to this mercy, for they were of the righteous ones.   

 Ismail was ready to suffer patiently in the cause of God. Al Yasa and Dhul 

Kifl, all of them were the best chosen. Ibrahim enjoined on his sons, Ismail and 

Ishaaq, that God has chosen the religion of Islam for them. And they should not die 

except as Muslims. And the same advice was given by Yaqoob to his sons.  

 

(C) Yusuf (AS) 

       Prophet Yusuf, son of Prophet Yaqub, was chosen by God. He was granted 

wisdom and knowledge and was taught the interpretation of dreams. 

Yusuf‘s story has been termed the most beautiful of stories in the Quran. 

(Chapter 12) 

Yaqoob had twelve sons. Of these twelve sons, two was from one mother, 

Yusuf and Bin Yameen, and the other ten were their stepbrothers. Yusuf was 

handsome, intelligent and obedient from his childhood. The stepbrothers were 

selfish and quarrelsome. They became jealous of Yusuf because the father loved 

him moiré than others. 

When Yusuf was 17year old he saw a strange dream that eleven stars, the 

sun and the moon were prostrating themselves before him. On hearing this dream 

Yaqoob said that it means that your Lord will chose you for his task. He will make 

you his apostle and grant you wisdom and understanding. 

 After this dream Prophet Yaqub began paying more attention to Yusuf. The 

stepbrothers became very angry. They thought of an evil plan to get rid of Yusuf. 

They discussed the matter amongst themselves and finally came out with a plan to 



throw him into a dark well in a far off jungle. Some passing carvan will take him 

out of the well and carry him away.  

 They managed to persuade Yaqub to allow them to take Yusuf for an outing. 

While playing they went further and further into the jungle while they found a dark 

well. So they threw Yusuf away in to that dark well. God instilled peace in his 

mind and he received inspiration from his Lord that he will receive divine succor 

and one day he will be so high in rank that his brothers would not even recognize 

him. 

 The brothers went home and told their father that a wolf had eaten him. They 

produced his shirt soaked with goat‘s blood as evidence. The shirt was blood 

stained but was not torn anywhere. He refused to accept the concocted story. He 

said to his sons: If the wolf had eaten him, it would have torn his shirt as well.  

 He was very distressed and shocked. He cried: ‗Your souls have tempted 

you to evil. Sweet patience! (Sabr Jamil) Allah alone can help me to bear the loss‘. 

Yaqoob was confident that Yusuf must be alive somewhere and that Allah had 

very likely chosen him for some more noble destiny. 

 Joseph remained in the dark well hungry and thirsty for about three days. In 

the meantime a carvan bound for Egypt passed by. A water carrier was sent to the 

well to draw some water for the animals and the travelers. As he lowered the 

bucket into the well to draw out water he was amazed to see a boy standing at the 

bottom at the well. He shouted to his companions, ―Good news to all of you, I have 

found a boy at the bottom of the well. Then the pulled the boy out of the well. 

They hid him in their luggage so that they may sell him as a slave. 

 When the carvan arrived in Egypt, Yusuf was sold for the paltry sum of 20 

dirhams to noblemen who was from the royal court and bore the title of Aziz. He 

took Yusuf into his service. He instructed his wife to be kind to him. He asked her 

to treat him honorably. He had no children so he thought that one day he might 

adopt him as his son.  

 This according to God‘s plan Yusuf was brought from a small village to the 

most civilized city of the time to grow in knowledge, judgement and power.  

 Whenever some hardship befalls a believer, it is very likely that God is 

planning something better for them. As we find in the case of Yusuf: he was 

thrown into a well only to be taken to a far better place. But this happens only if 

the people concerned endure their misfortunes with patience. 



 Then Aziz‘s wife, whose name was Zulaykha, felt very attracted to Yusuf 

but he kept his distance and never responded to her advances. God helped him to 

keep away from evil and from all shameful deeds. Zulaykha tried to throw the 

blame on Yusuf but finally his innocence was established.  

 Zulaykha however threatened to send him to prison if he did not listen to 

her. Then Yusuf prayed to God that he preferred prison to giving in to her 

advances. His prayer was accepted and he was sent to prison. Prison opened 

another chapter in the life of a Prophet Yusuf. God always plans things, which are 

for the betterment of the believer, even if at a face value they look like hardships, 

they may eventually turn out to be blessings. This is exactly what happened in the 

case of the Prophet Yusuf. God rewards those who preserve their chastity and are 

patient. God was with Yusuf. He had a great plan for his future. It was here that 

God against him prophet hood. Then he began preaching the call of God to the co-

prisoners. 

 There were two prisoners who were servants in the royal court. One of them 

was the king‘s cup-bearer and the other one was the king‘s baker. Each had been 

charged with conspiring to prison the king. One night both of them had a strange 

dream. They asked Yusuf to interprete them. 

 The cup-bearer had dreamt that he was pressing grapes to make wine. The 

baker saw in his dream that he himself was carrying some bread in his head, which 

was pecked at by birds.  

 Yusuf told them that the knowledge of interpreting dreams had been given to 

him by his Lord. He felt that it was the right time to teach them the true faith. He 

made a long speech to his jail mates. He taught them to believe in one true God 

and told them to give up idol worship. (12:39 – 40). And then he gave the 

interpretation of their dreams. 

 To the cup-bearer Yusuf said that he would shortly be released from prison 

and would pour wine for the king. To the baker Yusuf said that he would be 

sentenced to death and birds pack at his head. 

 Yusuf‘s prediction came true. After being put on trial the baker was found 

guilty and charged with trying to poison the king. Thus the baker was condemned 

to death. The cup-bearer was released and returned to the palace to his old job of 

serving wine to the king. 

 After a few years of this incident the king of Egypt had a very strange dream 

that seven weak cows were devouring seven fat ones, and seven green ears of corn 



where being replaced by seven dry ones. All the wise men of Egypt were invited to 

interpret this dream but no one could come up with an answer, which would satisfy 

the king. At this moment the cup-bearer was reminded of Yusuf‘s ability of 

interpreting dreams. He told the king about him and the king immediately sent him 

to call Yusuf.  

 Yusuf interpreted the king‘s dream. He explained that in Egypt there would 

be seven years of prosperity. But following these seven years of prosperity and 

abundance there would come seven years of famine, when crops would not grow, 

cattle would die and people would starve to death. He also suggested measures to 

solve this problem.  

The king was very pleased at this interpretation and sent his messenger to 

bring Yusuf to the royal palace. But Yusuf refused to leave the prison until his 

name was cleared. Yusuf was to carry out the divine mission therefore it was 

necessary that any false charges should be cleared and he should emerge with a 

clean image.  

The king ordered an enquiry into Yusuf‘s complaint. Aziz‘s wife and other 

women were called by the king. The Aziz‘s wife openly admitted her crime saying: 

‗We know no evil of him. It was I who attempted to seduce him. He was chaste 

and truthful. 

Thus Yusuf was honorably released from the prison. The king was very 

impressed by his wisdom and truthfulness. The king honoured him by making him 

his most trusted minister. Yusuf was given the charge of the store houses, and he 

was thus established in the land. (12:50 – 57).  

Thus the dark prison became a stepping stone to the royal court and 

ultimately to the seat of power in the lands of Egypt. The story of the Prophet 

Yusuf is a great reminder to believers to put their entire trust in Allah at all times. 

Yusuf arranged the grains to be properly stored all over the country. During 

the seven good years he saw to it that there were enough grain to see them through 

the hard times. The seven good years passed followed by seven lean and hungry 

years when no crop would grow. The whole of Egypt was hit by famine.  

The famine affected the neighbouring countries as well. So the caravan came 

from all directions to buy or barter for grain. 

The land of Canaan, the hometown of Yusuf was also hit by famine. Yusuf‘s 

brothers too came to him for grain. Yusuf recognized them and gave them enough 

provisions. He told them that next time they should bring their younger brother 



(Yusuf‘s real brother) Bin- Yameen. When Bin-Yameen came Yusuf detained him. 

Then in the next visit of the brothers Yusuf revealed himself and forgave them; he 

sent his shirt to his father and asked his brothers to bring his parents. 

Yusuf embraced his parents and showing them the deepest respect, made 

them sit on the throne seeing the high position of Yusuf they all fell prostrate 

before Yusuf, as a mark of thanksgiving. Thus the dream that Yusuf had had 

prostrating themselves before him had come true. 

Overwhelmed with gratitude to God Yusuf prostrated himself before him 

saying: ―O my Lord!‖ 

Yusuf praised God for making his dream come true, for bringing him out of 

the prison, and for the reconciliation with his brothers and his parents and for 

granting him power and knowledge of the interpretation of dreams and he prayed 

for dying as a Muslim and being united with the righteous. (12:100 – 101)  

 

 (D) Musa (AS) 

 The followers of Prophet Yaqub, known as Israil, are called Banu Israil 

(Israelites).they lived in Egypt since the days of Prophet Yusuf. 

 Musa was born in Egypt 450 years after Yusuf. At that time Egypt was ruled 

by Pharaohs. 

 Pharaoh, the king of Egypt treated the Israelites harshly. He feared that these 

‗foreigners‘ who were former rulers might grow in number and become powerful 

enough to overthrow his kingship. So he took every step to crush them. Rameses II 

went to the extent of giving orders to kill every male child born in their family. 

 Musa was born during this critical time. His mother concealed him for three 

months. Then under divine inspiration she put the baby into a basket and floated 

the basket in the river. She asked Maryam, Musa‘s sister to watch the chest from a 

distance to avoid suspicion. 

 The chest was picked up by Pharaoh‘s men. They took the baby to pharaoh‘s 

wife. She was very glad to have the lovely baby and adopted him. Musa‘s sister 

went to Pharaoh‘s palace and suggested a nurse to look after the baby and suckle 

him, she was asked to bring her to the palace. The mother was engaged as a nurse 

for the baby. In this way Moses was brought up in the royal palace. Moses received 

the best training in the palace granted him Prophethood and bestowed on him 



wisdom and knowledge. Moses and his brother Harun were guided to the straight 

path (37:118). 

 One day Moses came across an Egyptian who was beating an Israelite. Musa 

gave the Egyptian a blow, which resulted in his death. After this inadvertent 

incident of killing Musa had to leave the city. He left for Madyan. There he stayed 

for a period of ten years. Then he moved on to Tuwa, a valley at the foot of Mount 

Sinai. He was travelling with his family when he saw a fire in the direction of 

Mount Tur. Here he received divine guidance and was selected a messenger of 

God. 

 Musa was granted two signs, a ‗stick‘ which, when thrown down wood turn 

into a living serpent, and the ability to make his hand shine after it was drawn out 

from under his arm (20:17 – 22). 

 God commanded him to go to Pharaoh and invite him to the worship of one 

God. Musa asked God to make his brother Harun his helper and God granted his 

prayer.  

 Musa and Harun went to the Pharaoh they exhorted him to obey God and 

allow the Israelites to leave his country. Pharaoh defied him and called him a liar 

and a sorcerer. Pharaoh summoned his own sorcerers for a contest. The magicians 

were badly defeated. The magicians bowed to the truth and professed their faith in 

God.  

 Pharaoh became angry and intensified torturing the Israelites. Therefore God 

commanded Musa to leave Egypt at night with the Israelites, to avoid Pharaoh‘s 

attention. Pharaoh and his soldiers chased them, and almost caught them near the 

shore of the sea. Now there was no way to flee. Then God commanded Musa to 

throw his stick in the water. When he did so the mighty sea parted making a path in 

the middle, for the Israelites to cross it. Pharaoh and his soldiers followed Musa in 

hot pursuit. Musa and his people safely reached the shore while Pharaoh and his 

forces were still in the middle of the sea when suddenly the water on both sides 

began to pour over them and they were drowned. This is how God punishes 

transgressors and helps his servants. 

 The Israelites crossed the northern end of the Red Sea and reached the Sinai 

Peninsula. During this journey, they saw a community engaged in idol worship. 

Moses said to them ‗All your devotion is going to be wasted‘. The greatest 

weakness is to attach importance to appearance, thus becoming unable to devote 

his attention to the invisible God. 



 The Israelites were given superiority over all mankind. This superiority was 

not meant in the racial sense but rather referred to their mission. It is the way of 

God that he selects a community to become the bearer of the Book of God and, 

through this community He conveys His message to other nations. In ancient times 

this office was held by the Israelites, but after the coming of the final Prophet, this 

office was given to the Muslim community.  

 Moses was given Dawah commands in Egypt but the laws (Shariah) were 

communicated to him after he reached the Sinai desert. 

 Moses received his first prophetic call on the mountain side. The next time 

he was again called to the mountain to receive the commands of the Torah. This 

shows that the environment of nature is the best place for receiving divine 

inspiration. In the quite world of the trees, mountains and rivers he begins to feel 

himself closed to God. 

 There was a clever man named Samiri among the Israelites. When Moses 

left for the mountain, leaving his people in the care of Harun, Samiri started 

misleading them. He collected pieces of jewelry from the people and moulded 

them into the shape of a calf. The sculpting art of the ancient Egyptians was such 

that when air passed through it, a bellowing sound came out of the calf‘s mouth. 

People are generally awed by strange things so this ‗miracle‘ of the Calf leads 

them to believe that there was something sacred about it and they began 

worshipping it. A large number of people were mislead by Samiri‘s eloquence. 

Except for Harun and a few of his companions nobody dared to openly protest 

against him. 

 When Moses came done from the mountain and saw the Israelites 

worshipping the golden Calf, he held Harun responsible for this, under the 

impression that he had neglected his duty as a reformer.  

 Moses became very angry at Harun, but when Harun told him that he had 

done all he could to show the right path but they had not listened to him, then 

Moses forgave him and started praying to God for Harun. 

 Musa spent forty nights on the mountain top. God reveals His law and gave 

him the tablets of stone inscribed with divine rules to be followed by the believers. 

Here one Mount Sinai Musa was given Ten Commandments and the law. Musa 

requested to God to show himself to him so God manifested his Glory on Mount 

Tur. When the Lord revealed His Glory to the mountain it crumbled to the dust and 



Musa swooned (7:142 – 145). ‗Glory be to you!‘ Musa exclaimed when he 

regained his sense. ‗Accept my repentance. I am the first to believe‘.  

 God accepted Prophet Musa‘s repentance: ‗Musa, I have chosen you of all 

mankind to make known my messages and my commandments. Take therefore 

what I have given you and be thankful. (7:144) 

 Musa took the stone tablets and went back down to the clamp to give divine 

laws to the children of Israel. 

 The sacred book given to Musa is called Taurat. It contained a pledge of 

guidance and mercy to those that fear their Lord. (7:150 – 154) 

 We inscribed for him upon the Tablets all manner of precepts, and 

instructions concerning all things, and said to him: ‗Observe these steadfastly, and 

enjoin your people to observe what is best in them.‘ (17:142 – 144) 

 Musa and Harun were Allah‘s believing servants (37:122) on whom be 

peace and salutation (37:120). 

 Zakariya, Yahya, Isa and Ilyas were all in the ranks of the righteous. They 

were Allah‘s believing servants and apostles (37:12:3). They asked their people to 

fear God and worship Him alone, but the people rejected them. 

 

(E) Isa (AS) 

Birth and life of Isa 

 The Banu Israil, or the Jews were the chosen people of the Lord and were 

granted many favours by Him. However, they violated Lord‘s orders and refused 

to obey the prophets, so Lord, the merciful, once again sent a prophet to bring them 

to the right path. This Prophet was Isa, son of Maryam.  

 Isa or Jesus (as he is called by the Christians in English) was born in 4 B.C. 

This birth was miraculous as he had been born to the Virgin Mary, without a 

father, by Lord‘s command (13:17 – 21).  

 Isa‘s virgin mother, Maryam, had been pledged even before her birth, by her 

own mother, to the service of the Lord and as a small girl had been sent to a 

Solomon‘s temple in Jerusalem, the highest temple of Jews. There, she kept herself 

in retirement (i‘tikaf) and occupied herself with worship. One day she saw in front 

of her a strong man and she became afraid. But he said he was an angel sent by 

God and a messenger of the Lord, who came to bestow upon her the good news, 

that through God‘s command she will bear a child.  



 Maryam, an unmarried girl, belonging to religious family, and a virgin, left 

the temple and went to faraway place (Bethlehem or Bait ul lehem) (19:22 – 23) 

for she was stricken with shame. There, under date palm and near a spring Isa was 

born (19:24 – 26) to her. Then Maryam returned to her own people with her new-

born child in her lap. It was infant Isa himself that spoke to the people that he was 

a servant of Allah. He told them that Allah is his Lord and that they should worship 

Him. (19:29 – 33).  

 Isa‘s miraculous birth   and his testimony that he was a servant of Allah are 

attested to in the Quran, which also clearly refute the Christian belief that he was 

son of God (3:54).  

 God sent Isa as a clear sign of His will, gave him miraculous powers and 

strengthened him with the Holy Spirit. 

 The gift of performing miracles was bestowed upon him by God so that 

through these miraculous acts people might recognize him a true prophet of God 

and have faith in him. But it didn‘t happen so. Though Isa‘s early disciples saw 

him merely as a human being and prophet of God. (5:77 – 78), but later followers 

(today called Christians), believed both that he was the son of God and that God 

was incarnate in him.  

 Isa was blessed by God with miraculous powers of bringing dead men to life 

by blowing his breath into them. These miraculous powers were in fact a sign of 

God, which was displayed in order to demonstrate the possibility of life after death. 

But the people like the Jews did not learn any lesson from it. On the contrary, 

orthodox Jews opposed him while his own followers soon began treating him as a 

super man and started worshipping him as the son of God and as God. If these 

miracles were to be treated as signs of God, they could be a tremendous source of 

guidance. But as human kind failed to take them as signs of God, they were laid 

astray.  

 Besides bringing dead men to life, Isa performed many other miracles. He 

made clay figures of birds and by breathing into them, turned them into real birds, 

which flew away once given life. By God‘s leave, he gave sight to those born blind 

and healed the lepers. (3:49) 

 The Jews who did not believe in him accused him of practicing magic. The 

plotted against him and wanted to crucify him but Allah saved him from this death 

(4:157) and raised him to heaven (4:158). Thus, contrary to Christian belief, Isa 

was not crucified at all 



Healing and Preaching 

 Jesus began his preaching after the age of 30, and he also worked miracles. 

People began to come in hordes to hear him preach. These people were mostly 

from the common and lower sections of the society. The oppressed and the down 

trodden, the sick and the blind came to him for liberation and salvation. Jesus 

healed the sick and also saved their souls. He spoke on the language of the people, 

and taught them with the help of parables, so that even the lowest of the low could 

understand him and take lessons from his words. 

 Jesus selected 12 disciples from different backgrounds to help him in his 

mission. These 12 disciples followed him wherever he went, and they moved from 

one town to another, from one village to the next, to preach, heal and guide the 

people, and set them free from the bondage of sin and strife. 

 He also taught the people to love one another, and prepare for the kingdom 

of heaven as nobody would live forever on this earth, and all would have to go 

back to the Creator, therefore, one should repent for one‘s actions, accept the Lord 

in one‘s heart, and a lead a life of goodness and piety, rendering service, in the 

name of God to one and all. 

 Jesus also preached against the accumulation of wealth on this earth. He said 

that the earth and all its wealth will pass away, but the word of God will remain. 

Therefore men should not set their hearts on these worldly things, but instead work 

towards the attainment of forgiveness, and devote oneself to the cause of spreading 

the message of God‘s love to everyone on this earth. 

 Jesus also said that it is the duty of everyone in this world, to impart this 

message of love to whole mankind. After we die in this world, we will be 

accountable for our actions, and we will have to answer to God, as to why we did 

not fulfil our duties. 

 Jesus also taught the people to pray without ceasing and to have faith in God 

alone so he became very popular among the common men. Due to this reason, the 

Jewish clergy started feeling threatened by his preaching, and by his miraculous 

works. They therefore set out to stop him from becoming too popular. Jesus 

associated himself with the down trodden and the ostracized classes. He ate in their 

housed and even gave respect to women. During those days, women were not 

considered to be at par with men, and were not accorded the respect and status of 

today. Jesus treated them equally and intervened in favour of the sinners so that 

they be given another chance to lead respectable lives. 



 The Jewish priestly class did not like his interference, and was always on the 

lookout for a way to arrest him on charges of disrespect to the laws of Moses. His 

radical views concerning the observance of Sabbath (the day of rest) also attracted 

many controversies, as well as his interpretation of the teaching in the old 

Scriptures. 

 He was against the rigid laws which made men heartless, and filled them 

with pride. He taught humility, and advocated just actions. He stressed the 

importance of inner purity rather than any outward show of religiosity. This was 

much against the priestly class, who considered themselves pious, as they could 

observe all the rules and regulations, and this way were filled with a sense of self-

righteousness. 

 Thus, the opposition, which comprised mainly of the priestly class, began to 

think of a way to put a stop to all the activities of Jesus. They charged him with 

promoting sinners, and of trying to gain a political standing. They went to the 

governor of Judea, Pilate; charged Jesus with blasphemy and presented him as a 

potential political rival. The Governor did not feel threatened by Jesus, but as the 

majority of his supporters were against Jesus, and in favour of putting him to 

death, he could do nothing to prevent them from doing so. However, God in His 

power saved him as we learn from the Quran.  

 Jesus taught men to love one another, as one would love oneself. To do good 

to all, and return good for evil. 

 He taught patience, and acceptance of God‘s will, as everything comes from 

God, and one should be contented in everything one gets. He also taught mankind 

to forgive one another, as God forgives us for many sins: to deny the pleasures and 

wealth of this world, as everything on this earth will pass away, except the 

kingdom of God. Therefore, man should do good deeds, help the poor and needy, 

and be ready for the day God will pass His final judgement on the basis of men‘s 

good and bad deeds.   

 

Evaluation:  

01. Who were the Prophets? 

02. Explain Adam as first prophet of Islam. 

03. Write a note on Prophet Yusuf AS. 

  



Unit 4.  Man in the Universe, 

Prepared by Nazar Mohmad Rather, teacher GHSS Nunar Gbl, 

nazarmuhammadkr@gmail.com 

Introduction 

Dear students let me introduce today‘s topic by asking few following questions to you; 

1. Who amongst you want to grow old? When his/her hair turns gray and skin develop 

wrinkles. 

2. Does anyone of you want to fell skill? 

3. Do we want to die? 

4. Is anyone of us satisfied with his achievements and wants to give up his/her potential to 

achieve? 

I am sure all of you will answer these questions with a big ‗No‘. But the fact of the matter is that 

even though we say ‗No‘ to them, our worldly existence says ‗Yes‘ to them. According to 

Maulana Wahiduddin, man is born with unlimited potential, yet in the present world he finds a 

very limited use of it. Man wants to live eternally with an ocean of dreams in his mind, but very 

soon death arrives and puts an end to his life. What is the actuality of this mismatch? The reality 

is that Allah has created man as per His plan. According to which man‘s worldly life is a test for 

him to live a life as per the commandments of Allah. And living such life will earn him the right 

to inhabit the perfect and eternal world called Paradise.
1
 

Learning Outcomes, Dear learners through this chapter, among many other things, we will learn 

about; 

a. God as the Creator and Master of the universe 

b. Universe and its different entities as God‘s trust over man. 

c. Man‘s success in the hereafter is subject to the worship and obedience of Allah in this 

world 

Flow Chart 

 

 

 

 

A. Allah, the Creator and the Master of the Universe 

                                                           
1 Maulana Wahiduddin Khan, The Reality of Life, Goodword Publications, New Delhi 
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The universe is created and administered in accordance with the regulations set by Almighty 

Allah. Therefore, planning, proportion, precision and laws, governing the nature are evident 

everywhere. It out rightly negates the thought that claims universe to be a product of accident. 

Everything, from sub atomic particles to celestial bodies and galaxies, in the entire universe, is 

proclaiming loudly the existence of an all wise Creator and supreme Regulator of all Affairs. He 

is the cause of all causes, the necessary existent, without a beginning and without an end. He is 

Originator and Creator of creation and created everything in due proportion. He is Allah, the 

greatest Creator and the Master. 

Even though, the belief in the existence of Allah is axiomatic, for which no argument is needed 

but Quran, as guidance to humanity,
2
 contains hundreds of arguments to prove the existence of 

Allah.
3
As signs and evidence of Allah‘s existence, attention has been drawn to this vast universe; 

its flawless and well-guarded heavens, raised up without pillars; the sun with shining glory; the 

moon with its soothing light; the twinkling stars which guide men through the darkness of sea 

and land, each swimming along in its appointed course and all governed by Allah‘s law; the 

alteration of night and day; the earth spread like a carpet for man‘s benefit; the mountains and 

hills; the oceans, seas, rivers and streams, and the sailing of the ships for the benefit of mankind; 

the clouds, winds and rain; the sustenance of all kinds of fruits, vegetables and grain; the cattle, 

camels, sheep and goats and other animals and birds; man himself and his creation in his 

mother‘s womb, and his growth and the grant of the faculties of hearing, seeing, feeling and 

understanding; the creation of life, sleep and death; and above all the divine guidance sent by 

Allah.
4
 Apart from these visible signs, Quran tells us, ―Nay, there are signs self-evident in the 

hearts of those endowed with knowledge‖.
5
 

 [Magnificent sun that is providing us heat and light is only one of about 200 billion stars in the 

Milky Way galaxy. In the same manner, the Milky Way is also just one of a couple of hundred 

billion galaxies that can be seen with modern telescopes. And it takes 100 thousand light years to 

travel from one side of this Milky Way to the other side. (Light travels at 300,000 kilometers per 

second.) One must travel 300,000 trillion kilometers to go from the earth to the center of our 

galaxy, the Milky Way.[ Prof. Dr. Osman Cakmak, The Universe was a Seed, pp. 10-12] 

It is impossible to explain the existence of matters and their movements in a perfect harmony and 

system as a ―coincidence.‖ Foremost Princeton biologist and zoologist Edwin Conklin (1863-

1952) said: ―The probability of life originating from accident is comparable to the probability of 

the unabridged dictionary resulting from an explosion in a printing shop.‖[The Evidence of God, 

p. 174; Prof. Dr. Vahidüddin Han, Islam is Challenging, p. 129.] 

B. Creation of Universe: Purpose 

                                                           
2 Al Quran, 2:185 
3Ibid, 3:191, 6:99, 7:185, 10:101 
4Ibid, 2:164, 3:6, 27, 190 …… 
5Ibid,  29:49 



Allah is al-Khaliq, the Creator, and it is consequential outcome of being Khaliq that there is 

takhliq, the creation. Quran emphasizes that every creature in the universe, whether known to 

man or unknown to him, is purposefully created and has an intrinsic value and extrinsic property. 

 Intrinsically, on one hand, everything in the universe is a wondrous sign of Allah‘s 

power, wisdom, beauty and mercy, and, on the other it praises and glorifies Allah. Just to quote a 

few verses of Quran in this context, Quran says;  

We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it 

becomes clear to them that it is the truth.
6
 

Indeed, within the heavens and earth are signs for the believers. And in the 

creation of yourselves and what He disperses of moving creatures are signs for 

people who are certain [in faith]. And [in] the alternation of night and day and [in] 

what Allah sends down from the sky of provision [i.e., rain] and gives life thereby 

to the earth after its lifelessness and [in His] directing of the winds are signs for a 

people who reason.
7
 

The seven heavens and the earth, and all beings therein, declare his Glory: There is 

not a thing but celebrates His praise; and yet ye understand not how they declare 

His Glory! Verily He is Oft-Forbearing; Most Forgiving."
8
  

See you not that to God bow down in worship all things that are in the heavens and 

on earth — the sun, the moon, the stars; the hills, the trees, the animals; and a great 

number of mankind?
9
 

Thus, as per the basic sources of Islam, the universe, on behalf of its intrinsic value, is the locus 

of the evidences pointing to God Almighty and His greatness. The divinely appointed 

measurement and distribution of all elements and creatures, makes up the dynamic balance by 

which the creation is maintained.  

‗And to Allah belongs the east and the west. So wherever you [might] turn, there 

is the Face of Allah. Indeed, Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing‘.
10

 

                                                           
6 Ibid, 41:53 

7 Ibid, 45:3-5 , 2:64 

8 Ibid, 17:44, 21:79 

9 Ibid, 22:18, 3:191-3, 24:41, 20:53-54 

10 Ibid, 2:115 



Extrinsically, universe, with its enormous diversity and variety, of form and function, is created 

to ever serve mankind so that it achieves the purpose of its creation.  

And He has subjected to you whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the 

earth – all from Him. Indeed in that are signs for a people who give thought.
11

 

Thus unlike the materialistic philosophies, Islam apart from regarding nature as an instrumental 

tool made for man‘s usage, admits that nature has intrinsic values. The perfection, order and 

beauty are the immediate testimonies of God existence. Here, we should understand that 

destruction of environment or extinction of species, on one hand, forfeit man of their benefits 

and ipso-facto man‘s sustainability and survival is steadily put at stake. On the other hand, it 

means the extinction of Allah‘s Signs; signs that not only reminds people of God but, itself, 

participate in praising God. Environmental degradation is also an encroachment on the rights of 

future generations because such acts will prevent them from establishing an educational 

relationship with the environment. We must realize the fact that incoming generations also have 

the right to benefit from the environment. 

C. Status of Man (Vicegerancy) 

1. Islamic Understanding of Man 

2. Status of Man as Khalifah 

Islamic Understanding of Man 

 Man, according to Islam, is the combination of mind, matter and soul. Quran testifies it when 

it says, 

Who [Allah] perfected everything which He created and began the creation of 

man from clay.  Then He made his offspring out of the extract of insignificant 

fluid, and then He gave it proper shape and blew His spirit into it and made for 

you hearing and vision and hearts; little are you grateful.
12

 

 Man is being provided with capacity of autonomy and self determination to choose between 

right and wrong.  

 Islam wants us to live a prosperous, God oriented worldly life (hayatu-dunya). A life in 

which apart from our individuality we are socially and spiritually conscious. Such life will 

earn to us the eternal prosperity of Aakhirah. Quran elaborates this concept as; 

                                                           
11 Ibid, 45:13, 14:33, 16:12-14 

12 Ibid, 32: 7-8  



لَو ًۃ   َّم  ِملَو   َو َو اَو  الَّم  ِم  ٰا ِم َو ِم  َو َو لَو ًۃ   َّم  ِم   اۡن لۡن ُہ ۡن  َّم ۡن  َّم ُہ ۡن ُہ  َو َّملَو ۤا   ٰا ِملَو   ِم   الُّد ۡن َو   َو َو   َو  ِم

But among them is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] good and in the 

Hereafter [that which is] good and protect us from the punishment of the Fire."
13

 

فُہ ۡن ُہ ۙ غَو زُہ   اۡن زِم ۡن عَو ًلًۃ ؕ  َو ہُہ َو  اۡن مَو کُہ ۡن   َو ُّدکُہ ۡن  َو ۡن َو ُہ  َو لُہ َو حَو ٰا  َو اِم َوبۡن تَو  َو  اۡن مَو ۡن
لَوقَو  اۡن   اَّم ِمیۡن   َو

[He] who created death and life to test you [as to] which of you is best in deed - and He is the 

Exalted in Might, the Forgiving
14

  

Status of Man as Khalifah 

As per the teachings of Islam, Sovereignty belongs to Allah alone. All creations owe their 

existence, to Him only. Man is Allah‘s vicegerent (khalifah) in the earth.
15

 All the resources, 

here, are endowed to man as a trust (amanah).
16

Man is entitled to use resources without 

exploiting them, wastefully or being disloyal towards his status as Khalifa of Allah. The Prophet 

 said, ―The world is green and pleasant and God has put it under your charge to see how you ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

will manage.‖
17

  

The vicegerency granted to Man is common and not a limited one. There is no reservation in 

favor of any family, class or race.
18

No individual is inferior to other.
 
Every believer is a Khalifa 

of Allah in his/her individual capacity. By virtue of this position, every one of us is individually 

answerable to Allah. In the words of Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص: ―Every one of you is responsible 

and everyone is answerable for his responsibilities.‖As a vicegerent of Allah, no one of us is 

authorized to exercise any powers other than those delegated by Allah. So, Life of the 

humankind in this world in a place of trial, on which depends his life of the Hereafter. 

Realization of such conceptual maturity and responsibility will undoubtedly create a just and 

caring society.   

 

Dear students today, in connection with the chapter, I shell suggest us to watch a 

documentary titled, “Intelligence not allowed” along with your teacher. Please request your 

teacher to simplify for you the difficult things during the watch.  

 

Summery  

According to the teachings of Islam, Allah is the only Creator and Master of the universe. He has 

created everything with a purpose. Every creation of Allah has an intrinsic value, to glorify Allah 

and extrinsic property, to benefit Man. According to the Creational plan of Allah, man‘s worldly 

                                                           
13 Ibid, 2:201 
14 Ibid, 67:2 
15

 Ibid, 2:30; 6:165; 24:55; 38:26;  
16  al-Quran 57:7 (whereof He has made you heirs)  
17 Khatib al-Tabrizi, Mishkat al Masabih, ed. Muhammad Nasir al-din al-Albani, 2nd edn., Cairo, 1979, vol. II, 
hadith no. 3086. 
18 Sayyid Abul A'lā Mawdūdī, “Political Theory of Islam” in: Khurshid Ahmad, (ed.), Islam: its meaning and 
message, UK: The Islamic Foundation Leicester, 1993, p. 168 



life is a test for him. Allah provides man the capacity of self determination to choose between 

right and wrong and put the world under his/her charge to see how he/she will manage. A 

divinely acknowledged way of life will earn man the right to inhabit the perfect and eternal 

world called Paradise. 

Evaluation 

1. How systemization of universe negates the possibility of universe to be a product of 

accident? 

2. Mention some arguments put forward by Quran to prove the existence of Allah. 

3. What are the Islamic teaching about the purpose of creation of the universe and its 

different entities? 

4. How does Islam view natural resource management and environmental deterioration? 

5. Give a short account of Qur‘anic concept of man.  

 

 

  



UNIT VI: Life of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) at Makkah 

Prepared by: Mohammad ShafiBhat, Lecturer GHSS NowbughAnantnag 

Topic: Prior to Nabuwah: Birth, Childhood, Marriage and the construction of 

Ka’bah. 

Introduction: 

From the very childhood, Prophet Muhammad‘s (SAW) life was pure and 

dignified. Since His birth various miracles were witnessed which indicated His prophet-

hood. Despite being an orphan, Prophet Muhammad (SAW) lived an exemplary life from 

his early childhood. Due to His polite and honest character, He (SAW) was regarded as 

al-Sadiq (truthful) and al-Amin (trust worthy) in Makkah since His youth. 

Learning outcomes: 

 Students will be able to learn about early childhood and youthful days of Prophet‘s 

(SAW) life. 

 Students will know about Prophet‘s (SAW) struggle even before prophet-hood for 

the social reformation of society. 

 Students will also know about the socio-religious conditions of Makkah before 

Islam. 

Presentation:  

Birth and childhood of Prophet Muhammad (SAW): 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was born on Monday 12
th

RabbilAwal (which 

corresponds to 21 April 571 A.D). The year in which Prophet (SAW) was born was 

called ―Amun feel‖ (the year of Elephant) by Arabs as it was the same year in which 

governor of Yemen attacked Makkah and failed in his plan to demolish Kaaba. Almost 

all biographers of Prophet (SAW) have quoted many miracles happening at the time of 

Prophet‘s birth which were actually indications of his prophet-hood from the very birth. 



Before birth of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) his father Abdullah passed away. First it 

were the mother Amina and grandfather AbdulMutalib who took care of prophet (SAW). 

At the age of two years as per prevailing Arab custom at that time, he was raised in a 

Bedouin family of Banu-Saad where Hazrat Halima became his wet nurse and raised him 

up to the age of 6 years. While on a sojourn to Medina, the mother of Prophet (SAW) 

Hazrat Amina died at a place called Abawa, there after Prophet (SAW) was raised by his 

grandfather Abdul Mutalib, who took died when Prophet‘s (SAW) age was just eight. It 

was later the uncle of Prophet (SAW) Abu Talib who raised Prophet (SAW).  

Marriage and the construction of Kabbah: 

Upto the age of 25 years Prophet (SAW) stayed with his paternal uncle Abu Talib 

and from his childhood would help his uncle in every possible way. From his childhood, 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) stayed away from all social corruptions, immoral and 

unethical activities prevalent in the Makkah at that time. From his youth, Prophet (SAW) 

had started assisting his uncle Abu Talib in his business and visited Syria with him in a 

trade caravan. Prophet Muhammad (SAW) also participated in peace contracts like Half-

i-fazool in his youth. Due to nobility and honesty in social dealings he was called most 

truthful and trust worthy person in the Makkah society. At the age of 25 Prophet (SAW) 

got married with one of the wealthy and pious lady of Arabia Hazrat Khadija 

bintKhawlid (R.A) who was herself impressed by the honesty and piety of Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW). During his youth, Prophet (SAW) also worked for the construction 

of Kabba and turned to be unique figure for his role for peace and unity of among 

different tribes of Makkah. 

Evaluation Practices: 

1. Prophet (SAW) belonged to………………clan of Quraish tribe. (BanuUmayah/ 

BanuHashim). 

2. Due to the widespread ignorance the pre Islamic era was known as………………. 



3. Name the treaty in which Prophet (SAW) participated and was proud of His 

participation…………… 

 

 

 

Topic: Nabuwah and its proclamation. 

Introduction:  

Man has always been guided by Almighty Allah through His prophets and all the 

prophets were themselves divinely guided through revelation by Allah. Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW) announced his prophet-hood with the coming of the first revelation 

of Allah through arch angel Jibreal in Ramadan 610 C.E. After receiving revelation, 

Prophet announced his Prophet-hood and started inviting people towards the message of 

Allah. 

Learning outcomes: 

 Students will get to know about the first revelation upon the Prophet Muhammad 

(SAW). 

 Students will also learn about need and importance of revelation (wahi) and 

practical model of that revelation in the life of Prophet Muhammad (SAW). 

Presentation: 

First revelation and proclamation of Nabuwah: 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) had become famous for his nobility, piety and 

kindness in Makkah during his youthful days. From his youth Prophet (SAW) was 

dissatisfied with prevalent social and moral corruption of Makkah society, he started to 

play his role in social and moral reformation of society. When Prophet (SAW) reached 



forty he started to spent his major time while praying in the cave of Hira, Hazrat Khadija 

(R.A) used to take food for Prophet (SAW) as he used come after days of occultation in 

the cave of Hira. In Ramadhan 610 C.E angel Jabrael came to Prophet while Prophet was 

praying in the cave of Hira, Jibrael had come with the first revelation of Holy Quran to 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) which later became part of first verses of surahalaq of 

Quran. In the beginning Prophet (SAW) had felt very much frightened as it was the first 

direct revelation of the Quran. Due to the heavy responsibility of prophet-hood and heavy 

psycho-spiritual weight of first experience of wahi of Quran, he went to Khadija in the 

state of fear who assured Prophet about his safety due to noble character of Prophet 

(SAW). It was first the Warqa bin Nawfal, an aged pious Christian monk and cousin of 

Hazrat Khadija who first identified that angel Jabrael had come with the revelation of 

Allah to prophet of Allah. The process of divine revelation on Prophet continued in 

different forms, who being the Prophet of Allah used to guide and teach people as per the 

same divine revelation of God. Therefore with the beginning of revelation, prophet 

(SAW) proclaimed his prophet-hood and started invited people towards oneness of Allah 

(tawhid).  

Evaluation practices: 

1. The first revelation of the Quran is part of which Surah of the Quran. (Surah 

Alaq/Baqara/Fatiha.) 

2. Who was the first person with whom Prophet (SAW) shared his first experience of 

Wahi. (Hazrat Khadija/ Hazrat Abu bakr) 

3. Prophet received first wahi and announced his prophet-hood at the age of 

………..years.  

Topic: Post-Nabuwah: major events. 

Introduction: 

After the announcement of prophet-hood, Prophet Muhammad (SAW) started 

inviting people towards Islam, the response of polytheistic Makkah society was diverse, 



on one hand a small group of noble souls accepted Islam whereas majority of the Makkah 

especially the tribal chiefs not only rejected Prophet‘s invitation but also started 

persecuting Prophet (SAW) and his companions physically and morally. Despite the 

persecution, Prophet (SAW) continued his mission and message of Islam started 

spreading gradually in Makkah. 

Learning outcomes: 

 Students will know about the early struggle of Prophet and His companions for the 

spread of Islam in Makkah. 

 Students will get to know Prophet‘s wisdom and mercy in an intolerant pluralist 

society like that of Makkah. 

Presnetation:  

After his announcement of Prophet-hood, Prophet Muhammad (SAW) started 

inviting people towards Islam. The first person who accepted Islam was beloved wife of 

Prophet (SAAS) HazratKhadija (R.A) fallowed by Abu BakrSiddiq (R.A) among men, H. 

Ali (R.A) among kids and Zayd bin Haritha among slaves. In the first three years the 

invitation of Islam was restricted to specific persons later Prophet invited his extended 

family among BanuHashim towards Islam only few among them responded positively. In 

615 A.D Muslims got moral boost when two influential persons of MakkahHazrat Hamza 

and Hazrat Umar accepted Islam. After the gradual spread of Islam, the Kuffar(un-

believers) of Makkah started harassing and torturing Muslims especially poor ones 

therefore Prophet advised a group of Muslims to migrate to Abyssinia which is called in 

history as the first migration of Muslims. 

As the Prophet (SAW) was under the protection of chief of BanuHashim Abu 

Talib, therefore in order to stop Prophet of Islam in his mission Quraish tribe decided to 

socially boycott the clan of BanuHashim, this social boycott was called Shab-i-AbiTalib. 

This boycott and exile Prophet (SAW) along with the BanuHashim lasted for three years. 

After this critical social boycott Prophet (SAW) got two more setbacks with the death of 



uncle Abu Talib and Beloved wife Khadija and Prophet called that year as the ―year of 

sorrow‖. 

In the 10
th

 year of Nabuwah Prophet (SAW) visited the city of Taif but the people 

of Taif too responded in an inhuman way to the noble invitation of Prophet. In the same 

year Prophet was bestowed by Allah with highest blessing any human being ever has 

received, Prophet (SAW) was blessed with ascension (miraj) to highest heavens which is 

the highest spiritual experience any human being ever has experienced. The post 

prophetic era in Makkah was very critical period in the history of Islam as Makkan un-

believers responded very intolerantly to the peaceful message of Islam, but despite their 

intolerant response Prophet (SAW) continued his mission and gradually the numbers in 

the Muslim community were increasing with every possible day. 

Evaluation practices: 

1. Who among the child‘s first accepted Islam? 

2. The year in which uncle and wife of Prophet (SAW) died was called year of 

……………by Prophet Muhammad (SAW). 

3. The first migration of Muslims was towards……………………… 

 

Topic: Hijrah of the Prophet (SAW)  

Introduction: 

For more than a decade (610-622 C.E) Prophet Muhammad (SAW) made tireless 

efforts to invite unbelievers of Makkah towards Islam, baring a small group of noble 

soul‘s majority of Makkah rejected invitation of Prophet (SAW). They continued to harm 

Muslim community and Prophet (SAW) in every possible way. As Prophet (SAW) 

continued his efforts, meanwhile he came across a group of people from Madina; they 

accepted Islam and invited Prophet (SAW) to shift to Madina. In 622 C.E. Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW) finally advised his companions for migration to Madina. This 



historic event of migration from Makkah to Madina by Prophet (SAW) along with his 

companions turned to be turning point for the development of Islam in the Arabian 

Peninsula. It had great socio-political consequences apart from religious and spiritual 

ones for Muslim community. It not only gave Muslims a sigh of relief from Makkah 

persecution but also utilized their selfless sacrifices for Islam in the positive outlook. 

Indeed this event of migration proved to be a turning point in the history of Islam towards 

development of Islam as a religion and civilizational force for centuries.  

Learning outcomes:  

 Students will study about the civilizational impact and importance of migration of 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) from Makkah to Madina. 

 Students will learn about the Prophet‘s wisdom and wise strategy in the process of 

migration towards Madina. 

Presentation:  

The persecution and harassment of Muslims continued in Makkah year by year. 

Chiefs of various tribes in Makkah were making plans to kill Prophet (SAW). Amid this 

critical time Prophet continued to invite every pilgrim who would come to Makkah and 

many people will accept Prophet‘s invitation to Islam. In the 11
th

 and 12
th

 year of 

Nabuwah, Prophet (SAW) invited people of Yathrib (which later became Madina) 

towards Islam during the days of Hajj and they accepted it whole heartedly and invited 

Prophet to Madina. Prophet took allegiance (Bait) from them at the place Aqba and they 

assured Prophet their support till last breathe of their life. In 622 A.D Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW) advised his companions to migrate to Madina and migrated himself 

at last with Abu Bakr in the month of Rabbil-Awal. Despite trap of kuffar to kill him, 

Prophet (SAW) left Makkah and after 12 days of travelling reached Madina and started 

his mission from Qubah with the foundation of mosque. The migration was first of all the 

objective reality of believing women and men who were not free to practice their faith 

and who decided to leave their homeland for the sake of their beliefs. Therefore 



migration was also to require that he Muslims learn to remain faithful to the meaning of 

Islam‘s teachings in spite the change of place and culture. Quran praised the courage and 

determination of those believers who, by taking such a difficult and humanly costly step, 

expressed their trust in Allah: ―To those who leave their homes in the cause of Allah, 

after suffering oppression, we will assuredly give a goodly home in this world; but truly 

the reward of the hereafter will be greater, if they only realized [this] Those who 

persevere in patience, and put their trust in their Lord‖ (Quran 16: 41-42). This migration 

to Madina became the actual turning point in the human history towards the beginning of 

glorious Islamic civilization. 

Evaluation Practices: 

1. Migration to Madina took place in the year………………………….. 

2. During the migration Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was accompanied by which 

companion……………………………… 

3. The allegiance done by people of Madina with Prophet (SAW) is 

called……………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Unit: VII:Life of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) at Madinah 

Prepared by: Mohammad ShafiBhat, Lecturer GHSS NowbughAnantnag 

Topic: Emergence of Muslim community: 

Introduction:  

The migration of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) along with his companions to 

Madina became a turning point in the history of Islam as it signified universality of Islam. 

The event of migration not increased the number of Muslims but also developed among 

Muslim sense of mutual sacrifice and mutual brother-hood. In Madina, Prophet (SAW) 

first of all laid foundations of Muslim brother-hood on the basis of common faith. It was 

first time in the human history when the basis of brother-hood were laid on faith in spite 

of race, colour or blood.  

Learning outcomes: 

 Students will be able know about the basis of Muslim brother-hood in the very 

first community of Muslims in Madina. 

 Students will also learn about Prophet‘s (SAW) treaties with the other 

communities like Jews and Christians at Madina. 

Presentation:  

Emergence of Muslim Community: 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) migrated to Madina in 622 C.E along with his 

companions. Unlike Makkah people of Madina gave warm welcome to Prophet (SAW) 

and provided every kind of help for the propagation of Islam. The Muslim community in 

Madina compromised of two groups, those who migrated from Makkah with Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW) who were called Muhajireen (immigrants) and those who hosted and 



helped them in Madina who were calledAnsar (helpers). Prophet Muhammad (SAW) 

united them under the banner of Islam and therefore laid solid foundations of their 

brotherhood on the basis of common faith in Islam. Both the immigrants and helpers 

proved their mutual love and brother-hood for each other. This Muslim community which 

emerged in Madina became the ideal example of love, harmony and brother-hood in the 

annals of history. The head of this Muslim community was Prophet Muhammad (SAW) 

himself and all subjects belonging to diverse tribes and different regions proved as the 

brothers in faith and action. Therefore He (SAW) took further steps to unite other 

communities like Jews and Christians for the safety and protection of city and people of 

Madina from external threat and internal strife. Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was made 

head of the state of Madina and the state was run as per the first written constitution of 

world which Prophet Muhammad (SAW) provided for the smooth administration of 

Madina. This constitution is also called Mithaq-i-Madina. As Prophet Muhammad 

(SAW) was himself supreme head of state of Madina therefore he managed military, 

civil, financial and religious administration according to the divine guidance. Both the 

state of Madina and the Muslim community of this state are the ideals for world till 

doomsday. 

Evaluation practices: 

1. Prophet Muhammad (SAW) migrated to Madina in the year………………………. 

2. To administer state of Madina, Prophet (SAW) made treaty with the Jews of 

Madina and administered Madina according to that constitution, which is 

called………………. 

3. The foundation of Islamic brother-hood was: blood/race/faith. 

 

 

Topic: Characteristics of Muslim Community:  

Introduction: 



The Muslim community in Madina proved to be an ideal Muslim community in 

the history of Islam. As this community flourished under the abled guidance and 

leadership of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) therefore it had some unique characteristics 

which made it flourish despite internal and external challenges. One of the prime quality 

of early Muslim community of Madina were the qualities of brotherhood (Mukhat), 

sincerity (Ikhlas) and generosity (Sakhawah). Prophet‘s character was itself living 

example of these character traits and Muslim community develops these characters in 

themselves collectively. 

Learning outcomes: 

 Students will learn about the sacrifices by the Muhajir and Ansar companions for 

the unity and brotherhood of Muslim community in Madina. 

 Students will learn the Prophetic method of teaching through his practical 

example to the companions. 

 Students will learn about the basic characteristics which Prophet Muhammad 

(SAAS) aspired to develop in individual Muslim and community at large. 

Presentation:  

01. Brotherhood (Muakhat): 

The event of migration from Makkah to Madina added a new chapter in the life of 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW). The two main tribes who accepted Islam Aws and Khazraj 

were themselves war struck from decades. Therefore the first step which Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW) took after the migration toMadinah was to develop sense of Muakhat 

(brotherhood) between Muhajireen and Ansar. This brotherhood was based on the basis 

of common faith in Islam. This bond of Muakhat is the exceptional event in the history of 

humanity which has no match in history as both Ansar and Muhajir proved this 

brotherhood more strong than the brotherhood based on blood. After this brotherhood 

both Ansar and Muhajireen remained loving and caring towards each other more than the 

blood relations. This Muakhat bound the whole populace of Madina into political and 



social organization. This bond of brotherhood between companions strengthened Muslim 

community and made them united and resilient against every odd situation. This quality 

of brotherhood between the first Muslim community proved to be backbone of Muslim 

community in such a volatile situation.   

02. Sakhawat (Generosity):. 

Among the essential character traits which Prophet (SAAS) developed among the 

Muslim community at Madina was that of Sakhawah (Generosity). The willingness to 

give in the path of Allah freely is called generosity. The Muslim community of Madina 

was the most generous community in the annals of human history. They not only 

sacrificed their wealth for their Muslim brothers but also were ready to sacrifice their life 

for each other. They indeed practically set examples of generosity and sacrifice for each 

other. The Ansar were extremely generous to their brothers in faith. They shared 

everything with them generously. In the same way Muhajir tried to help their brothers so 

that they may not become burden for them. Every individual was generous in his 

knowledge, wealth and everything which he possessed.  This quality of generosity made 

their bond of brotherhood strong enough to face any terrible challenge. They were 

generous in their wealth, in their knowledge and everything which they possessed. 

Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) was himself most generous man of Madina and the first 

Muslim community and also became generous for each other collectively. 

03. Ikhlas(Sincerity): 

Sincerity means to act only for the pleasure of Allah. Sincerity corresponds to live, to 

worship or to sacrifice anything for the pleasure of Allah. The community of Muslims at 

Madina showed their sincerity from the very first day of accepting the faith of Islam. 

People of Madina welcomed Prophet (SAAS) with love and accepted all his 

commandments in letter and spirit. As sincerity in intention and action is the basis of 

Muslim character therefore Prophet (SAAS) also laid great focus on this characteristic. 

The people of Madina whether they be immigrant companions or the natives of Madina 



both excelled in their sincerity towards Islam. They fulfilled all the commandments of 

Allah, fought battles only for the pleasure of Allah. Prophet Muhammad (SAW) loved 

people of Madina due to their sincerity and spent His remaining life with them which also 

signifies their sincerity. This quality of sincerity made them selfless in their struggle as 

they were not struggling for their individual benefits rather all of them were sincere in 

their objective that we are struggling for the pleasure (Raza) of Allah, therefore this 

quality of sincerity itself strengthened their brotherhood as they all were struggling for 

common objective with common sincerity of heart for the collective objective of the 

society. 

Evaluation practices: 

1. The foundations of Muslim brotherhood were laid on faith/blood/race. 

2. The Muslim community were collectively possessing ……………..hearts. 

3. Who was Muslim community‘s role model……………………………. 

4. Generosity in Islam is called……………………………………… 

 

 

  



 

Unit-8: Treatment towards other communities. 

 

Introduction:  

When the Prophet Muhammad SAW settled in Madina, he found there complete 

anarchy, the region having never known before either a state or a king to unite the 

tribes torn by internecine feuds. In just a few weeks, he succeeded in rallying all 

the inhabitants of the region, into order. He constituted a city state, in which 

Muslims, Jews, pagan Arabs, and probably also a small number of Christians, all 

entered into a statal organism by means of a social contract. (Dr. Hamidullah)  

Prophet Muhammad SAW constituted a charter of madina, with a federal structure, 

in which all the diverse groups were included. The charter established a collective 

responsibility of all these groups, and to maintain peace and cooperation among all 

the Madinan groups. The constitution also established Prophet Muhammad SAW 

as the supreme authority to mediate between the groups and forbids the waging of 

war without his authorization.  

The document ensured freedom of religion beliefs and practices for all citizens. It 

ensured that all parties are collectively responsible for the defense in case of 

aggression from outside. The constitution thus laid the foundation of an Islamic 

state, with Prophet Muhammad SAW as its Supreme head.  

 

Learning outcome: Students shall be able to know about the treatment given to 

the non-muslims in Madinah. 

 

Presentation: 

Treatment towards the Jews.  

When Prophet Muhammad SAW established a city-state in Madina, the Jews of 

medina acceded of their free will to the new constitution, and recognized Prophet 

Muhammad SAW as their supreme political head. It was the duty of all parties, 

including Jews to defend the state against any external aggression and to bear the 

expenses of military defense. The Jewish tribes of madina were given the religious 

freedom, to practice their faith and were called as Ahl ul-kitab (people of the 

book). They were given equal rights as long as they remained politically 

supportive.  

With the passage of time the Jews adopted a hostile attitude towards Prophet 

Muhammad SAW and Muslims. In fact only a few accepted Islam from among the 

Jewish tribes, and majority stuck to their faith. They were unwilling to adopt to 

new faith, and their opposition was political as well as religious in nature. There 

were three prominent tribes of Jews in Madina, Banu Qanuqa, Banu Nazir, and 

Banu Quraiza.  



Because of their treacherous and subversive activities, and aiding the enemies of 

Muslims in violation of constitution of Madina, after the battle of Badr and Uhud, 

the Banu Qanuqa and Banu Nazir respectively, were expelled from Madina, with 

their families and possessions.  

 

Banu Quraiza  
In the battle of trench in 627,the jews of Banu Quraiza had conspired with the 

enemies, and they have been overtly involved in negotiations with enemies, and 

openly supporting the Meccan and their allies at a very critical juncture of the 

battle. After the battle of trench Prophet Muhammad SAW turned towards them, 

and jews were besieged, and then were allowed an arbitrator to decide their 

punishment. Sa‘d bin Mu‘adh, a leading man among the companions was 

appointed as arbitrator who passed an execution order against Banu Quraiza. With 

the result their men were executed, women and children taken as captives, and 

their possessions confiscated.  

Battle of Khybar: The battle of Khyber was fought between Muslims and Jews 

living in Khyber in the year 628. These jews had been expelled from Madina and 

later on they had settled in Khyber, located 150km from Madina. The jews of 

Khyber were planning to attack Muslims with other allied jews from Banu Wadi 

Qurra, Taima, Fadak as well as Ghatafan Arab tribe. The Prophet Muhammad 

SAW marched to Khyber and besieged the Jews who fortified themselves, but had 

to surrender before the Muslims. They were allowed to live in Khyber on the 

condition that they would give one-half of their produce to the Muslims. Jews 

continued to live in Khyber for several more years until they were expelled during 

the Caliphate of Hadhrat Umar RA.  

 

B. Treatment towards Christians  
After the Muslims established in Madina Prophet Muhammad SAW began inviting 

different groups to Islam. He sent an envoy towards the people of Najran. In 

response Najran sent a delegation of Christians scholars to Madina. They were 

received with hospitality and stayed in the Mosque of Prophet Muhammad SAW. 

They debated with Prophet Muhammad SAW about their religions. Although they 

did not convert to Islam but Prophet Muhammad SAW guaranteed them their 

rights. The Prophet Muhammad SAW entered into a pact with the Christians which 

declared that, ‖ Najran has the protection of God and pledges of Muhammad, the 

prophet to protect their lives, land and property, those who are absent, and those 

who are present, and their clan and allies. They need not to change anything of 

their past customs. No right of theirs or their religion shall be altered. No bishop, 

monk, or church guard shall be removed from his position. Whatever they have is 

theirs, no matter how big or small‖.  



This pact remained intact after the death of Prophet Muhammad SAW, until the 

second Caliph, Hazrat Umar RA expelled the Christians of Najran due to violation 

of the peace.  

C. Treatment towards Mushrikeen  

In the contextual meaning ―mushrik‖ means Arabs who expressively associate 

partners with Allah, believe in numerious gods, are not member of the Muslim, 

Jews or Christians, accept association as a religion and worship idols. After the 

hijrah to Madina, the Prophet established a brotherhood between the 

Ansar(helpers, who were residents of Medina) and Muhajireen (emigrants from 

Makkah ). He established the state of Medina and prepared its first constitution. 

Later on he signed various treaties for various reasons with neighboring mushrik 

tribes and other mushrikeen in Arabia.  

In order to bring peace and to secure the protection to the newly formed state 

Prophet Muhammad SAW signed treaties with various mushrik tribes, and to win 

their loyalties. These treaties with various Arab tribes not only ensured good 

relation among the neighbors but also constituted an alliance against any external 

danger. Furthermore, with these tribes, it became possible to be informed in 

advance of dangers directed at Medina. These treaties were also important from 

economic point of view.  

 

D. Importance of the treaties with other communities  
After the hijrah to Medina and establishment of a state, Prophet Muhammad SAW 

made every possible effort to organize the state, to protect it from external danger, 

to secure the economic prospects of the newly formed state, to maintain friendly 

relations with neighboring Arab tribes and to end the hostilities among various 

tribes. With these objectives in mind, as a political head of the state, he signed 

various treaties with the tribes of Arabs. Following are some of the main objectives 

of these treaties:  

1. Assuring peace in the state.  

2. Establishing the existence of the state and maintaining its prestige.  

3. Ensuring good relations with neighbors  

4. Preventing wars  

5. To ensure that economic activities are carried out in a peaceful environment.  

6. Maintaining a proper defense mechanism against enemies.  

7. To establish a good communication network.  



Evaluation: 
1. How did Prophet Muhammad SAW dealt with various tribes of jews in Madina.  

2. Describe the relation between Muslims and Christians during the life time of 

Prophet Muhammad SAW  

3. Describe the importance of treaties with other communities of Arabs.  

4. Write a note on the role of Banu Quraiza in the Battle of trench.  
  



Unit- IX 

Dw’wah and other developments 

 

Topic-A: Preaching of Islam at Madina. 

 

Introduction  
Hijrah that took place in the year 622 C.E, was an important event in the Islamic History. 

The entry of Prophet Muhammad SAW in Madina ushered a new phase for the preaching of 

divine message. It was here that Islam gained a fresh ground and its teachings spread far and 

wide. Prophet Muhammad SAW established a state with its first constitution drafted an 

unparalleled event in the annals of history. He established brotherhood between Ansar and 

Muhajireen that was a unique incident. The Muslims were knit into one unit. The divine call now 

entered a decisive phase, and many important events took place in Madina that laid the 

foundation of a vast Islamic empire.  

 

Learning outcome: Students shall be able to know about the hardships that prophet (saw) and 

his companions faced in preaching of Islam after they migrated to Madina.  

 

Presentation:  

Prophet Muhammad SAW with his wisdom and vision laid the foundation of a new 

society which was based on the concept of obedience to Allah and His over lordship. Prophet 

Muhammad SAW imbibed in them the Islamic values, brotherhood, sincerity, and generosity. He 

taught them highest principles of life and formulated their life on virtuous path. He taught them 

the rules of worship, and guided them in every sphere of life. He laid the foundation of Masjid 

Nabawi, which was the centre of all activities. Muslims offered prayer, learnt Quran, memorized 

its verses and headquarter for receiving necessary instruction from their leader.  

Following are some of the important and inspirational sayings of Prophet Muhammad SAW.  

1. Those who remember God and those who do not are as different from each other as the 

living and dead. (Bukhari, Muslim)  

2. ― do not rejoice in the misfortunes of your brother, for God may show him compassion, 

but create difficulties for you‖ (tirmidhi)  

3. Do not quarrel with your brother. Do not ridicule him. You should refrain from making 

a promise and then going back on it. (Tirmidhi)  

4. When three men travel together, they should make one of them their leader. (Abu 

Dawud)  

5. Narrated Abu Hurayrah: Allah‘s Messenger said, ‖Whosoever believes in Allah and 

the Last Day should not harm his neighbors, and whosoever believes in Allah and the Last Day 

should entertain his guest generously and whosoever believes in Allah and the Last day should 

talk what is good or keep quiet. (i.e., abstain from all kinds of evil and dirty talk e.g. abusing, 

lying, backbiting etc) (Bukhari)  

6. A Bedouin once urinated in the Prophet‘s Mosque and people got up to punish him. 

The Prophet said, ‗Leave him alone, and throw a bucket of water over his urine. You are here to 

make things easy, not to make things difficult.‘ (Bukhari)  

7. It is not proper for a man to sit between two men and thus separate them, without 

seeking their permission. (Abu Dawud)  



8. Those who take bribes and those who give bribes are cursed by Allah. (Bukhari, 

Muslim)  

9. If a Muslim farms the land or plants a tree, and then a bird, a beast or a man eats 

something from it, he receives in return a reward of a charity. (Muslim)  

10. Pay the labourer his wages even before his sweat dries up. (Ibn Majah)  

11. A merchant who hoards goods in order to raise their price is a sinner. (Muslim). 

12. According to Abu Musa al-Asha‘ri, the Prophet said, ―Believers are like different 

parts of a building, each one supporting the other. Then he demonstrated what he meant by in 

interlocking his fingers. (Bukhari)  

13. When the Prophet was asked which of Islam was better, he replied, ―to feed the 

people and to extend greetings of peace to them-be they of your acquaintance or not. (Bukhari, 

Muslim)  

14. The best person among you is the one who treats his family members well. And I am the best 

person for my family. 

15. He who satiates himself, while his immediate neighbors go hungry, is not a true 

believer. (Ahmad bin Hanbal)  

16. Giving alms to the poor is a single good deed, but giving alms to a poor relative has 

the double virtue of giving alms and, at the same time, treating one‘s own relative well. (Nasa‘ie)  

 

Evaluation:  

01. What is Dawah? 

02. How did Prophet (SAW) preach Islam in madinah.  

 

Topic-B: Treaty of Hudaybiyah. 

 
Introduction: 

Treaty of Hudaybiyah took place in the year 6 A.H (628). The treaty has been regarded as 

Fathi-Mubeen by Allah S.W.T. in Holy Quran. The treaty was signed between Prophet 

Muhammad SAW and Quraishi at a place known as Hudaybiyah. 

Treaty of Hudaybiyah  

 

Learning outcome: students shall be able to know about the treaty made with the non-muslims 

of Makkah and the consequence of the treaty. 

 

Presentation:   

Another important landmark in the Prophet‘s life and progress of the Islamic call was the treaty 

of Hudaybiyah which took place in the year 6 A.H. (628 C.E.)  

One night Prophet Muhammad SAAW had a dream in which he saw that he and his companions 

were entering Holy city of Makkah and making Tawaf (circumambulation) around the Holy 

Kaaba, and performing Umrah(Islamic pilgrimage to Makkah that can be undertaken at any time 

of the year, unlike to the Hajj).  

Following the dream Prophet Muhammad SAW in the year 6 A.H, decided to perform Umrah 

with his companions. He announced his decision to the people to accompany him. Prophet 

Muhammad SAW set out for Makkah with 1500 companions including his wife Umm Salma 

(RA), in an attempt to perform Umrah. The Muslims left Madina in a state of Ihram (ihram is the 

garment that male Muslim wears as well as the state a pilgrim must enter to perform important 



rites of Umrah or Hajj). This along with the paucity of arms, they carried indicated that the 

pilgrimage is peaceful. And Muslims hoped that Quraish would honor according to the Arabian 

customs to allow them to enter Holy Makkah. But on the other hand Makkans on hearing the 

advances of Muslims decided to stop Muslims from entering in to Makkah. This news reached to 

Prophet Muhammad SAW and he along with the companions encamped at a place called 

Hudaybiyah. After long negotiations between Muslims and Quraish a truce for a period 10 years 

was concluded. Both parties decided to resolve the matter without any war but with diplomacy. 

This truce or treaty is known as Treaty of Hudaybiyah or Sulhe Hudabiyah.  

The Prophet Muhammad SAW ordered Hadhrat Ali RA to write the treaty. The Qurasih were 

represented by Suhail Bin Amar a leading man from among them. Though Suhail‘s hostile 

attitude during the course of treaty enraged the companions but they kept silent out of respect for 

Prophet Muhammad SAW.  

Conditions/Terms of the Treaty of Hudabiyah  

• There should be peace between the Muslims and the Quraish for a period of 10 years.  

• The Muslims will return to Madina without performing Umrah this year.  

• The Muslims shall perform Umrah the next year with the stay of three days only in Makkah  

• The Muslims will only be armed with swords and these swords will be hidden underneath 

sheaths.  

• Whosoever comes to Quraish from among those who are with Muhammad will not be handed 

back over to him, and whosoever from Quraish comes to Muhammad will hand him over to 

them. 

• Tribes of Arabia are free to take any side they want. 

 



Significance of treaty of Hudaybiyah 

The incident of Hudaybiyah is an important phase in Islam when Muslims unexpectedly gained a 

lot from an apparent defeat. Though the terms of the treaty, it seems were against the wishes of 

Muslims, but later turned out to be a great victory for Muslims. The Prophet Muhammad SAW 

showed extreme patience by accepting all these terms as dictated.  

The Quraish realized that Muslims are now a force to reckon with, and recognized Prophet 

Muhammad SAW as the leader of Madinah state. The Muslims got an ample opportunity to 

preach Islam and within a short span various tribes of Arabia came in to the fold of Islam. 

Muslims got an opportunity to move freely across Arabia which was not the case before. It was 

really a great triumph of Prophet Muhammad SAW. After the treaty, Islam increased in leaps 

and bounds. Eventually people realized the triumph of Islam.  

The Quran described the treaty as ―Fatah Al-Mubeen‖(Manifest Victory). Allah almighty also 

rewarded His pleasure to those who took oath of allegiance under a tree, which is called Bait 

Ridwan and termed that Allah‘s protection was upon the hand of Prophet Muhammad SAW. 

Treaty of Hudaybiyah proved to be precursor to the Conquest of Makkah.  

 

Evaluation:  

01. Whom between the treaty of Hudabiyyah took place.  

02. What were the conditions of the treaty of Hudabiyyah.  

03. What was the importance of the treaty of Hudabiyyah.  

 

  

Topic-C: Conquest of Makkah  

 

Introduction:  

Makkah was conquered in the year 8 AH.(630 CE). The conquest of Makkah established the 

truth of Islam in Arabia and the mission of Prophet Muhammad Saw nearing its completion. The 

conquest of Makkah established the supremacy of Islam throughout Arabia. 

 

Learning outcome: students shall be able to know about a bloodless revolution taking place in 

the form of the conquest of Makkah.  

 

Presentation:  

According to the terms of treaty of Hudaybiyah, the Arab tribes were free to join either of 

the parties, the Muslims or Quraish. Accordingly any tribe joining either of the party was 

regarded as part of it. As a consequence Banu Khuza‘ah joined Muslims and Banu Bakr allied 

with the Quraish. Peace prevailed for some time. But in the year 8 A.H. Banu Bakr without 

caring about the treaty attacked Banu Khuza‘ah, who had recently become allies of the Muslims. 

Quraish helped Banu Bakr with men and arms in contravention of the treaty. Banu Khuza‘ah at 

one sent a delegation to inform Prophetg Muhammad SAW of this breach of truce and to seek 

help from the muslims of Madina, being their allies.  

The Quraish realized the consequences of the breach of truce. Abu Sufian, chief of Quraish 

hurried to Madina to settle the issue and maintain peace. But it was too late now, and he saw 

writing on the wall, and left Madina dejected.  

On the other hand Muslims under the leadership of Prophet Muhammad SAW started their 

Journey to Makkah with a formidable force of 10000, largest Muslim force ever assembled as of 



that time. Prophet Muhammad SAW divided the muslim army in to various columns. Their plan 

was to advance simultaneously from all sides and to avoid any bloodshed. The Muslims entered 

in to the Makkah 10-20 Ramadhan 8 A.H. Prophet Muhammad SAW emphasized on refraining 

from fighting unless Quraish attacked. The entry was overall peaceful.  

In the meanwhile Abu Sufyan adopted Islam, and Prophet Muhammad SAW declared general 

amnesty. Then along with his companions Muhammad visited the Kaaba, and all the idols were 

broken and destroyed. Thereupon Prophet Muhammad SAW rrecited the following verse from 

the quran: ―Say, the Truth has come and falsehood gone. Verily falsehood is bound to vanish.‖ 

(17/81)  

The people assembled at the Kaaba, and Muhammad SAW delivered the following address:  



―There is no god but God. He has no associate. He has made His promise that He held to 

his bondman and helped him and defeated all the confederates. Bear in mind that every claim of 

privilege, whether that of blood or property is abolished except that of the custody of the Kaaba 

and of supplying water to the pilgrims. Bear in mind that for anyone who is slain, the blood 

money is hundred camels. People of Quraish, surely God has abolished from you all pride of the 

time of ignorance and all pride in your ancestry, because all men are descended from Adam and 

Adam was made of clay.‖  

The Muhammad SAW turned to the people:  

―O Quraish, what do you think of the treatment that I should accord you.‖  

And they said,‖Mercy, O Prophet, we expect nothing but good from you.‖  

Thereupon Prophet Muhammad SAW declared:  

―I speak to you in the same words as Yousuf spoke to his brothers. This day there is no reproof 

against you; Go your way, for you are free.‖ The prestige of Prophet Muhammad SAW grew 

after the surrender of Makkans. Emissaries from all over Arabia came to Madina to accept him. 

The prophet Muhammad stayed in Makkah for 19 days. During this period Prophet Muhammad 

SAW preached his message, ordered destruction of all idols and reestablished the boundaries of 

Haram. 

 

Evaluation:  

01. Who conquest Makkah. 

02. Why is the conquest of Makkah called as the bloodless revolution in Islam?  

03. What treatment was given to Abu Sufiyan during the conquest of Makkah.  

 

Topic-D: The Sermon of Hajjatul Wida and its significance  

 

Introduction:  

The Prophet Muhammad saw delivered a historical speech (Khutbah) on the ninth of Dhul 

Hijjah, 10 years after Hijra in the Uranah Valley of mount of Arafat during farewell pilgrimage. 

The sermon which is an example of eloquence, conciseness and contains charter of human rights 

is known as Khutba-tul-Wida or Khutbah of Hajjatul Wida.  

  

Learning outcome: students shall be able to know about the lessons that Prophet (saw) taught 

Muslims in the last speech that he made at Hajjat al wida.  

.  

Presentation:  

Khutba Hajjatul Widaa is the last and farewell sermon of the Messenger of Allah (Peace 

Be Upon Him) and one of the most inspiring sermons. The sermon of Hajjatul wida(last Hajj of 

Prophet Muhammad) was delivered by the Holy Prophet Muhammad SAW in the valley of 

Arafat on the 9th Dul Hijjah during his last Hajj. This sermon is not only the best example of 

eloquence, brevity and comprehension, but also contains extremely good message for all 

humanity. It consists of a series of general exhortations for Muslims to follow the teachings that 

Allah and His Prophet Muhammad SAW had set forth in the Quran and Sunnah. It contains the 

message of righteousness, justice, equality and peace. The final sermon was not only a reminder 

to his followers, but also an important admonition. The final sermon confirms the end of his 

prophetic mission.  

The Final Sermon:  



After praising, and thanking God, the Prophet, may God send His praises upon him said:  

―O people, lend me an attentive ear, for I do not know whether after this year, I shall ever be 

amongst you again. Therefore, listen to what I am saying to you carefully and take these words 

to those who could not be present here today.  
O people, just as you regard this month, this day, this city as Sacred, regard the life and property 

of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Return the goods entrusted to you to their rightful owners. Hurt no 

one so that no one may hurt you. Remember that you will indeed meet your Lord, and that He will 

indeed reckon your deeds. God has forbidden you to take usury therefore all interest obligations shall 

henceforth be waived. Your capital, however, is yours to keep. You will neither inflict nor suffer any 

inequity. God has judged that there shall be no interest, and that all interest due to Abbas ibn Abdul 

Mutttalib shall henceforth be waived…  

Beware of Satan, for the safety of your religion. He has lost all hope that he will ever be able to 

lead you astray in big things, so beware of following him in small things.  

 

 



O people, it is true that you have certain rights with regard to your women, but they also have 

rights over you. Remember that you have taken them as your wives only under a trust from God 

and with His permission. If they abide by your right then to them belongs the right to be fed and 

clothed in kindness. Do treat your women well and be kind to them for they are your partners and 

committed helpers. And it is your right that they do not make friends with any one of whom you 

do not approve, as well as never to be unchaste.  

O people. Listen to me in earnest, worship God, perform your five daily prayers, fast 

during the month of Ramadhan, and offer Zakat. Perform Hajj if you have the means.  

All mankind is from Adam and Eve. An Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab, nor 

does a non-Arab have any superiority over an Arab; white has no superiority over black, nor 

does a black have any superiority over white; except by piety and good action. Learn that every 

Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. Nothing 

shall be legitimate to a Muslim which belongs to a fellow Muslim unless it was given freely and 

willingly. Do not therefore, do injustice to yourselves.  

Remember, one day you will appear before God and answer for your deeds. So beware, do not 

stray from the path of righteousness after I am gone.  

O people, no apostle or prophet will come after me, and no new faith will be born. Reason well, 

therefore, O people, and understand words which I convey to you. I leave behind me two things, 

the Quran and my example, the Sunnah, and if you follow these you will never go astray.  

All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to others again; and 

it may be that the last ones understand my words better than those who listen to me directly. Be 

my witness, O God, that I have conveyed your message to your people.‖  

The prophet Muhammad SAW completed his Final Sermon, and upon it the revelation came 

down.  

―This day I perfected your religion for you, completed My Grace upon you, and have 

chosen Islam for you as your religion…‖ (5/3)  

Significance  

The sermon of Hajjatul wida signifies the culmination of Prophetic mission of Prophet 

Muhammad SAW. The truth was delivered to human race with all its necessary conclusions. The 

sermon signifies that the Prophets departure to heavenly abode is nearing.  

The sermon is an essential guideline of life, whole manual of spending it and an extraordinary 

code of conduct. The sermon is a charter of human rights. Principles of morality and ethics were 

articulated in it. The sermon established brotherhood among Muslims. It envisaged the path of 

righteousness, based on oneness of God and service to mankind. It abolished past customs. The 

Quran and Sunnah were given the prominence. The sermon is remarkable for its comprehension, 

comprehensiveness and its eloquence. It envisaged justice irrespective of region, race and color. 

Religion was being perfected, and finality of Prophethood of Prophet Muhammad SAW 

established. 

Evaluation:  

01. Who delivered the sermon of Hajjat-ul-wida. 

02. What were the points that Prophet of Islam taught in the sermon.  

03. Where did prophet delivered the sermon of Hajjat-ul-wida.  

  
Topic-E: Muhammad (SAW) the Seal of Prophethood 

 



Introduction:  

Khatim-un-Nabiyun, usually translated as seal of the prophethood is the title to indicate that 

prophethood came to an end with the Prophet Muhammad Saw and that no other prophet is to 

follow. In Arabic this phrase means to complete a task, to put a seal at the end of something and 

to seal a writing or document. 

 

Learning outcome: Students shall be able to know that Prophet Muhammad (saw) was the last 

prophet sent and there is no Prophet to come now after him.  

 
Presenation:  

“Muhammad (SAW) is not the father of any of your men, but (he is) the apostle of Allah and the 

seal of the prophet: and Allah has full knowledge of all things.” (Ahzab 33:40) 

This verse from Holy Quran is clear and explicit. In this verse the Holy Prophet (SAW) has been 

described as the seal of Prophethood. Hafiz Ibne Khatir writes in his book, “This verse is a clear evidence 

for this belief that there is no prophet after the Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAW).” 

 Imam Ghazali says, “No doubt the Ummah has unanimously understood from this word 

(Khatimun Nabieen) and it is circumastional reference to mean non-existence of a nabi or rasool after 

Muhammad(SAW)........” 

 Allama Aloosi writes in Tafseer Roohul-Mani, “That he (Muhammad) SAW was the final prophet 

is ordained by the Quran, acknowledged by the Sunnah and agreed upon by the Ummah; hence a 

claimant to the contrary will be (determined as) Kafir (unbeliever) and put to death if he is persistent.” 

 It is thus incumbent upon Muslims to believe that Prophethood has ended with the advent of 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW). This is one of the fundamental belief of Muslims. Everytime a false prophet 

has arisen Muslims recognised him as false prophet. 

 The Prophet (SAW) unequivocally declared that he was the final Prophet. There are a large 

number of ahadith to sustain this article of Islamic faith. 

 The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) affirmed: “ My position in relation to the prophet who came 

before me can be explained by the following example; A man created a building and adored this edifice 

with great beauty, but he left an empty niche, in the corner where just one brick was missing people 

looked around the building and marvels at its beauty, but wondered why a brick was missing from the 

niche? I am like unto that once missing brick and I am the last in the line of the Prophets.” (Bukhari, 

Muslim) 

 It stands proved from (1) Holy Quran (2) Unbroken chain of “Mutawatir” Ahadith and (3) 

Consensus of the Muslim Ummah that the Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was the terminator of the 

entire chain of venerable prophets with no exception. Therefore no person after him can be called a 

prophet in any meaning or sense and nobody can fix for himself a prophetic stance by his guile or guise. 



Consequently, he who does so or tries to do so or if anybody believes in the Prophethood of the 

claimant, then such a person is cast off from the fold of Islam. 

 And this finality of the Holy Prophet (SAW) is a status which is most dignified an honour, most 

distinguished and an esteem most high. It is therefore a grave insult to the Holy Prophet (SAW) if 

somebody is so insolent as to lay a claim to the line of Prophethood. 

 

Evaluation: 

1. What does the seal signify.  

2. Is there any Prophet to come now. Y/N 

3.  “Muhammad (SAW) was the seal of Prophethood.” Discuss? 

 

  



Unit-10:  The day to day life of the Prophet (a brief account)  

Topic -A: Worship (Salah and Sawm) 

Introduction 

Islam in its broadest context can be divided into two major parts; faith and devotional duties.  You have 

learnt the belief in God, His Angels, His Books, His Messenger s, the Resurrection and Predestination. In 

the devotional part are the four practical worships viz: Şalāt (Prayer), Zakāt (Charity), Şawm (Fasting) 

and Hajj (Pilgrimage to Mecca).  

Learning Outcome: students shall be able to define and discuss worship of Prophet (saw) particularly his 

Salah and Sawm; 

Presentation 

Ibādah is the Islamic term for worship. It is an Arabic word for whose meaning is to worship, to adore, 

Submissiveness, humility, etc. The Qur’ān uses the word and Qur’ānic word ‘Abd meaning, slave, 

worshipper, servant etc. In Islam, Ibādah means worship or adoration deserved from mankind only by 

the Creator and Grantor of the best of favours such as life, understanding, hearing and seeing. Eligibility 

of adoration belongs only to the Lord of mankind; masters and servants alike among them. The Ibādah 

for which Allah created man is wholly for man’s own good and the fulfilment of man’s own spiritual 

destiny. Ibādah should reflect in our daily conduct, determine our attitudes towards life and help us to 

attain moral and spiritual perfection. If it fails to urge us to safeguard the rights of others, especially the 

weak and the poor, it is of no value to the worshiper.  

Allah says in the Qur’ān : 

Have you seen him who belies religion? That is the one who drives away the orphan with harshness and 

does not urge the feeding of the poor. Woe be onto the worshippers who are unmindful of their prayers. 

Who do good only to show off and refrain from acts of kindness. (Qur’ān 107: 1-7) 

Ibādah in general includes all actions which are performed with the aim of gaining pleasure of God and 

earning nearness unto Him, be it devotional, social, economic, commercial, political or any other acts 

carried out exclusively to pay reverent service to Allah. 

In Islam there are dialy five times devotional obligatory Salah on every adult Muslim. In addition to these 

daily obligatory prayers there are ceremonial weekly Friday or Jummah prayer. There are also two 

important prayer of Eid in every year of Hijri Calander. 

Salah(Prayer) 

The dictionary meaning of Salah is prayer and supplication while the technical definition of the term is 

“the act of devotion which begins with the first uttering of Allahu Akbar and terminates with the 

uttering of As-Salām ‘alaykum. The Salah devotional worship is the second pillar of Islam. All the 

possible modes and positions which are necessary for developing the right attitude of reverence have 



been combined in it. This ritual includes standing, bowing, prostration and sitting postures and all these 

positions are sufficient to inspire the heart of a worshipper with feelings of humility before the Divine 

Being, Allah. 

There are three pre-requisites for performing Salah: 

1. Cleanliness and Ablution: This includes cleanliness of the body, the garments and the place where the 

Salah is to be performed. 

2. Concealing of private part: In the case of a man it is desirable that he be covered at least from the 

navel to the knees, the sides, the front, and the rear. A woman’s body should be totally covered except 

for her hands and face. 

3. Facing to Kabah: facing direction of Ka ‘bah in Mecca. 

There five daily obligatory prayers Salah: 

Morning Prayer or Fajar Prayer 

Noon prayer or Zuhar Prayer 

The late afternoon or Asr prayer 

The Sunset prayer or Magrib prayer 

The Night prayer or Isha prayer 

Friday or Jummah Prayer 

The Friday prayer is obligatory for every Muslim, except the slaves, the children and the sick. If missed, it 

cannot be offered later; Noon or Zuhr prayer is to be performed in its place. An essential part of this 

prayer is that there should be a Khutbah (sermon) to be delivered. It is also prescribed that one who 

wants to attend Friday prayer should be clean and take bath have his hair and nails cut and put on 

decent available cloth. It is also recommendatory to use perfume and attend the mosque early in the 

afternoon. 

The Two Eid Prayers 

The Muslims celebrate Eid on the first day of the lunar month of Shawwal to mark the completion of fast 

of Month of Ramdhan. This celebration of Eid is called Eid-ul-Fiţr .The second Eid is celebrated on the 

10th of the lunar month of Dhul-Hajj to offer sacrifice to God as did Prophets Ibrahim and Muhammad 

(PBUH) in obedience to the Commandment of Almighty God. This celebration of Eid is known as Eid ul-

Adħā. The two Eid prayers consist of two Rak-‘ahs and are observed in the opening ground and in 

congregation. 

Sawm (Fasting) 



The Qurānic words for Fasting are Şawm or Şiyām which both have many meanings some of which are:  

to keep back, to refrain from doing something, to refrain from eating, drinking, talking, walking, going 

into wives etc.  In Islamic terminology, fasting signifies total abstinence from all kinds of food all kinds of 

drinks and sexual intercourse, foul talks, lying etc from dawn to dusk.  It is the fourth pillar of Islam and 

the third method by which a Muslim devotes to God. Like other devotional acts in Islam, fasting puts 

faith to test. There is no worldly power to compel the devotee to fast. Eating and drinking can be in 

secrecy but these are not done because of faith in God who has prescribed fasting.  Fasting is a means to 

attain salvation:-the act of saving from sin and its consequence. Fasting is important in the sense that it 

can suppress evil in man and improve the tendency to do good always. According to the above 

definition, fasting is not only to refrain from food and drinks but also to do away from all vices.   

There are two main kinds of fasting in Islam   

The Obligatory, compulsory fasting (Fardu)  

The Suprerogatory,voluntary fasting (Tatawwu)   

The compulsory fasting is of three kinds:  

The Ramađān fast   

The fasting of atonement (Kafarah)  

The fasting of vowing (Nadhr)   

 Ramađān is the name of the ninth month in the Islamic lunar calendar. It was in the   month that Allah 

gave to humanity the joyful tidings of a new dawn which are to liberate man and bring him out of his 

predicaments. Able Muslims should fast throughout the whole of the month every year, abstaining from 

eating, drinking, sexual intercourse, foul talk etc from dawn to dusk.  In Islam, Ramađān is a very unique 

occasion. Allah ordained every Muslim who is hale and hearty to fast in the month.   

Evaluation: 

01. Define worship in Islam. 

02. What are the five daily prayers in Islam. 

03. Name the two festival prayers and mention their time. 

04. What is the significance of fasting in Islam. 

05. Match the Column 

Fasting Zuhar 

Salah 4th pillar of Islam 

Friday Prayer Weekly prayer 

Noon prayer Ramdhan 

Sawm 2nd  Pillar of islam 

 



Topic-B: Family life. 

 

Introduction: 

Prophet Muhammad (saw) set up principles based on the Quran to create an order in 

social life. A few of these principles include the brotherhood of all Muslims, helping one 

another and solidarity amongst people as well as putting up a shared stand against 

injustice. Along with these, there are other practical examples that the Prophet modelled 

himself and encouraged all Muslims to emulate. Some of these are equal treatment of all 

Muslims regardless of whether they are advantaged or disadvantaged, rich or poor, 

materialization of a Muslim brotherhood between Ansar and Muhajir as an institution of 

mutual solidarity and continued support, encouragement for helping each other, 

exchanging gifts and spreading salam (saying ‘peace be upon you'). All of these measures 

and principles are geared towards the creation of a generally harmonized and peaceful 

society. 

Learning outcome: students shall be able to understand the relationship of Prophet 

Muhammad (saw) with his family. 

Presentatiuon:  

Prophet Muhammad's (saw) married life started with hazrat Khadija and continued with 

his other marriages. It was said that at the time of his death, he had nine wives. 

Six of the Prophet's wives were from Quraish. These are Hadhrat Khadija, Aisha, Hafsah, 

Umm Habibah, Umm Salamah and Sawdah. His other wives from non-Quraysh Arabs 

were Hadhrat Zaynab bint Jahsh, Maymunah bint Kharis, Zaynab bint Khuzaymah, 

Juwayriyyah bint Kharis. And his non-Arab wives were Safiyyah bint Huyay and Mariyyah 

al-Qiptiyyah, both from the tribe of Banu Nadir. Two of Prophet's wives who died while 

he was alive were Hadhrat Khadija and Zaynab bint Huzaymah. 

Our Prophet's family life was shaped around islamic principles and he implemented in his 

own life the principles he preached to his ummah. The following advice of the Prophet 

for ensuring peace and happiness in the family both in this world and in the hereafter 

gives us the fundamentals of peace and happiness: "The best among you are those who 

behave best toward their wives. I am the best among you toward his wives. The best 

among you is the one  who is the kindest to his wife and the worst among you is the one 

who treats his wife badly." 

All of the Prophet's children, except for Ibrahim, were from Hadhrat Khadija. They were 

Qasim, Abdallah, Zaynab, Ruqiyyah, Umm Kolsoum and Fatimah. Other son of the 



Prophet, Ibrahim, was from Mariyyah who was sent to him as a gift from Muqavqis. 

Although his sons died when they were quite young, his daughters grew up and got 

married. 

The first point to be made about these relationships is the commitment of spouses to 

each other on the principle of honesty and loyalty. An example of loyalty and 

commitment between Allah's Apostle and his wives was the freedom he gave to his 

wives on the basis of divine command to choose  between him or worldly benefits when 

they asked from him for material things, at the end of which, they always chose Allah, 

His Apostle and the life of the Hereafter. 

Once asked by one of his companions about the rights of wives over their husbands, he 

said: "That you should give her food when you eat, clothe her when you clothe yourself, 

do not strike her on the face, do not revile her or separate yourself from her except in the 

house." 

 Prophet Muhammad never forgot the sacrifices Hadhrat Khadija made and the respect 

she had for him and he always cherished her memory with love and respect. Once when 

he talked about her, Aisha told him, ‘Why do you keep talking about that old woman? 

Allah gave you better ones than her.' Allah's Apostle got upset at her remark and replied: 

‘"Allah has not given me a better one. She believed in me when no one else did; she 

accepted Islam when people rejected me; and she helped and comforted me when there 

was noone else to lend me a helping hand. She used her property for me when noone 

gave me anything and she gave me children when noone gave me children. ". On the 

other hand, when asked about who was dearest to him, Allah's Apostle said ‘Aisha' from 

among women and ‘her father' from among men, which is a clear expression of his love 

and respect for his wives. 

We can see a great deal of this dimension of education in the Prophet's relationships 

with his children.. He raised them on Islamic principles and continued to look out for 

them after their marriages too. He not only took care of some of their material needs, he 

was also there for their spiritual needs. When it came to this, he did not make any 

difference between his own children and his stepchildren. He treated them with the 

same love and compassion and drew their attention to whatever was necessary for their 

education. Once he saw Umar, the son of Umm Salamah from her prior marriage to Abu 

Salamah, eat from all sides of the dish and said to him: "O boy! Mention the Name of 

Allah and eat with your right hand, and eat of the dish what is nearer to you". When in 

Madinah, Allah's Apostle used to go to the house of her daughter Fatimah and his son-in-

law Ali every morning after he woke up for the morning prayer to wake them up, which 

is only a small portion of his affection and care for them even after they became adults 

and got married. 

To sum up, the family life of Allah's Apostle is an exemplary one in all respects. The 



principles he followed in his family life are timeless and have lost nothing of their 

significance over centuries. What we see in the family life of the Prophet is the best 

model for peace and happiness in this smallest unit of society, which is also what ensures 

the peace of the whole of society. 

Evaluation:  

01. Prophet Muhammad (saw) had …….. daughters. 

02. Who was the first wife of Prophet Muhammad (saw). 

03. How was the family life of Prophet (saw)  

 

 

 

Topic-C: Treatment towards the neighbours. 

Introduction:  

The neighbour is someone who lives close to you, which includes houses that are next to 

yours, according to scholarly consensus. With regard to anything beyond that, reference 

should be made to custom. With regard to the view that all the people of a quarter (or 

part of a city) are neighbours. 

Learning outcome: students shall be able to know about the rights of neighbors and 

fulfillment thereof.  

Presentation:  

The Holy Prophet (saw) always treated his neighbours with extreme kindness and 

consideration. He used to say that the angel Gabriel had emphasised consideration 

towards one’s neighbours so often that he sometimes began to think that a neighbour 

would perhaps be included among the prescribed heirs. Abu Dharrra relates that the 

Holy Prophet (saw) said to him: “Abu Dharrra, while broth is being cooked for your 

family, add a little more water to it so that your neighbour might also share in it.” is does 

not mean that the neighbour should not be invited to share in other things but, as the 

Arabs were mostly a migratory people and their favourite dish was broth, the Holy 

Prophetsa referred to this dish as a typical one and taught that one should not think so 

much of the taste of the food as of the obligation to share it with one’s neighbour. 

Abdullah ibn Amar slaughtered a sheep and then said, ‗Have you 

given some to my Jewish neighbour, as I heard the Prophet (saw) say, 



"Gibrael kept advising us to be good to our neighbour, so much that I 

thought he would inherit from us"‘ [related by Abu Dawood]. 

The Prophet (saw) warned his followers from hurting neighbours. In fact, he said a 

person who hurts his neighbour has no faith. The Prophet (saw) even took an oath by 

Allah to stress this point. The Prophet (saw) said, 

‗By Allah, he does not believe; by Allah, he does not believe; by 

Allah, he does not believe.‘ He was asked, "Who, Oh Prophet?‘ The 

Prophet (saw) replied, ‗One whose neighbour is not safe from his 

harm‘ 

In fact, good deeds will not benefit a person, even if the good deeds are many in 

number, if he used to hurt his neighbour. Abu Hurayrah (RA) explained this fact, saying, 

A man told the Prophet that so-and-so was known for his great number 

of prayers, fasts and charity, but he used to hurt his neighbours with 

his tongue. The Prophet (saw) said, ‗He is in the hell-fire.‘ Then the 

man said that so-and-so was known to fast and pray only a little and 

give only a little amount of charity, but he was truthful and did not 

hurt his neighbours with his tongue. The Prophet (peace be upon him) 

said, ‗He is in paradise‘ 

The Prophet (saw) said that being good to neighbours is a sign of faith, and that hurting 

neighbours is a sign of lack of faith. Explain the relationship between faith and being 

good to neighbours. 

The Prophet (saw) said, 

‗Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should not hurt his 

neighbour….‘ 

 Evaluation:  

01. Who are the neighbours. 

02. What are the rights of neighbor. 

03. What are the two traditions of prophet of Islam regarding the rights of 

neigbours.  

 

 



Topic-D: Treatment towards Orphans and the weaker sections of the society.  

Introduction:  

The unprivileged, parent deprived kids, are termed ‘Yatim’ in the Holy Quran. They are 

called orphans which literally stands for children who have been abandoned or ones with 

deceased parents. Islam being the religion of peace and tranquility endorses the 

significance of looking after these kids. Moreover, in the Quran, the topic on orphans has 

been mentioned for over twenty times and is also signified by the Hadith and Sunnah of 

the Prophet (saw) countlessly. People who bring up orphans have great value in the sight 

of Allah (SWT) and will gain great reward on the day of judgement.  

Learning outcome: students shall be able to know about who are the orphans and how 

did prophet treat them.   

Presentation: 

 “The best house among the Muslims is one where an orphan is well treated, and the 

worst house among the Muslims is one where an orphan is badly treated.” 

According to the Holy Traditions the best Muslim’s home is the one wherein an orphan is 

supported and is treated in a loving and affectionate manner, and the worst is that home 

wherein an orphan lives and is treated badly or cruelly. This is according to the following 

hadiths: 

 “I and the caretaker of the orphan will enter Paradise together like this, raising (by way 

of illustration) his forefinger and middle finger jointly, leaving no space in between.” 

[Saheeh al-Bukhaari] 

Abu Hurairah (RA) reports that the Messenger of Allah (SAW) stated” Whoever caresses 

the head of an orphan (in affection), solely for the sake of Allah, a good deed will be 

written to his account for every hair over which he passed his hand, and whoever treated 

an orphan (boy or girl) with goodness and kindness, he and I will be close to each-other 

in Heaven as these two fingers” The Prophet (SAW) made a gesture with his fingers as 

explained above. 

Abu Hurairah (RA) reported Allah’s Messenger (SAW) as saying, “He who strives to serve 

a widow and a poor person is like the one who strives in Allah’s way.” He also reported 

that when a man complained to the Messenger of Allah of being hardhearted he said, 

“Show affection to the orphans and feed the poor.” 

The Story of Halima Sa’ddiyah  

In the year in which Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was born, the Bedouin clan of Sa’d 

arrived in Makkah. Among their women was Halima, who was accompanied by her 



husband and baby son. They had always suffered great poverty, but this year had been 

particularly difficult because of famine. The donkey that carried her to Makkah was so 

weak from hunger that it often stumbled. Halima’s baby cried all the time because she 

could not feed him properly, and their old she-camel failed to produce milk. 

All the women of the clan of Sa’d found a child to take back with them, but not Halima. 

There was one baby left in Makkah, the orphaned Prophet Muhammad (SAW). As it was 

customary for the baby’s father to pay the wet-nurses, none of the women would take 

the orphan. Halimah said to her husband, “I don’t like that I should be the only woman of 

our clan to return without a baby, I want to take that orphan”. Her husband agreed, 

adding, “Perhaps it will be that Allah will bless us because of him.” 

She said, “When I went to get him he was wearing a woolen dress, whiter than milk. A 

fragrance of musk spread from him. He lay on his back in sleep, underneath him a piece 

of green silk. I did not like to wake him because of his beauty and grace, but I came close 

to him and put my hand on his chest. He smiled and opened his eyes. I kissed him 

between his eyes and put him to my right breast which gave him all the milk he wanted. 

Then I placed him on the left, but he refused. That was the way he always was. After he 

was satisfied, I gave my son his fill. As soon as I brought him to my camp, both my 

breasts began pouring milk. By Allah’s grace, Prophet Muhammad (SAW) drank until he 

was satisfied , as did his brother. My husband went to our old camel for milk, and lo, it 

was full. He milked enough for both of us to drink our fill and we had a wonderful night. 

Later my husband said, “Oh Halima, it looks like you have picked a blessed soul. We 

spent the first night in blessings and bounties, and Allah continues to give us more and 

more ever since we chose him.” (SAW). 

In Islamic tradition, the idea of social welfare has been presented as one of its principal 

values, and the practice of social service at its various forms has been instructed and 

encouraged. A Muslim's religious life remains incomplete if not attended by service to 

humanity. The following verse of the Quran is often cited to encapsulate the Islamic idea 

of social welfare: 

It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces towards East or West; but it is 

righteousness to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Book and the 

Messengers; to spend of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, 

for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the ransom of slaves; to be 

steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity, to fulfill the contracts which we have 

made; and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and throughout all 

periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the God fearing (Quran 2:177). 

Similarly, duties to parents, neighbors, relatives, sick people, the old, and the minority 

group have been defined in Islam. In a long hadith recorded in Hadith Qudsi (sacred 

hadith), it is said that God, on the Day of Judgment, will be displeased with those who do 
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not care for the sick people, and who do not give food to those who ask. God will 

interrogate them and demand explanation from them. This hadith is seen as a reminder 

of human beings’ obligation to respond to the needs of others. The individual, the family, 

the state, and the Non-governmental organizations — all are responsible for the 

performance of social responsibilities, and for the promotion of social welfare. The 

Quran tells that the believers have been sent for the betterment of mankind, that they 

will promote what is good, and prevent what is wrong (3:110).However, this is to be 

carried out in the best possible manner: no individuals honor should be injured, and no 

harm should arise out of it. In Islamic tradition, the family has a greater role to play in 

properly educating its members and providing them with moral schooling so as to make 

them good members of society. The state has the responsibility to preserve the human 

rights of its citizens while various non-government institutions in a civil society are to 

carry out public services and charitable works. 

Evaluation:  

01. Who are the orphans? 

02. How did prophet of Islam treat them. 

03. Quote a Hadith about the treatment towards the orphans. 

04. Who are the weaker sections of the society.  
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